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Power outage 
caused by birds 

EQUIPMENT It was a power 
outage for the birds. 

Nesting birds in equip¬ 
ment caused a short circuit 
at a Nova Scotia Power sub¬ 
station resulting in about 
4,300 homes and business¬ 
es in and around the St. 
Margarets Bay-Tantallon 
area to be without power 
Saturday. 

Jennifer Parker, 

spokesperson with Nova 
Scotia Power, said the “un¬ 
fortunate” incident started 
at 9:45 a.m., with about 
1,000 customers having 
their lights back on by 
noon, and the rest by 4:45 

p.m. METRO HALIFAX 
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Help Hines 
find a hobby 


EARTH DAY: APRIL 22 

GoGreen 


In honour of 
Earth Day on 
Wednesday, 

Metro is 
providing you 
with ways you 
can go green 
and lessen your 
environmental footprint. 
TODAY 

GOING GREEN. While saving 
the planet is serious 
business, you can still have 
fun while you're at it. Page 9. 
COMMENTS. Green lifestyle 
choices endless. Page 8. 
TOMORROW 

ENTERTAINMENT. Howthe 
music industry is going green. 

EARTH DAY 

MOVIES. We have a review 
of the Disney film Earth. 
GOING GREEN. A special 
section devoted to Earth Day. 


ShareYourViews 

halifaxletterscametronews.ca 
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Cole Harbour’s T.J. Grant raises his hands in victory after winning his UFC debut Saturday night 
before a sold-out crowd at Montreal’s Bell Centre. Grant won an unanimous decision over Ryo 
Chonan. Story, pg 12 


RCMP dealt explosive situation 


WEAPONS Things were ex¬ 
plosive in Pictou Friday af¬ 
ternoon. 

The RCMP called in 
members of Canada’s Mar¬ 
itime Explosive Disposal 
Unit, a special division of 
the Navy out of CFB Shear¬ 
water, to view and assess 
two pieces of militaiy ordi¬ 
nance found by a town res¬ 
ident. 

The ammunition shells 
measured up to 13 inches 
long and three inches in di¬ 
ameter. Believed to be ap¬ 


proximately 30 years old, a 
resident had found them 
in his garage and it’s be¬ 
lieved the previous owner 
left them there. An initial 
report from Pictou County 
District RCMP’s Const. 
Ryan Adlam indicated that 
the shells were suspected 
to be live ammunition. 

Two representatives 
from the explosive unit ar¬ 
rived on scene around 2:30 
p.m. and confirmed that 
one of the shells was, in 
fact, a potential explosive 


EASY MONEY WEEKDAYS 
@8:13,12:13 & 4:13 


hazard. Police escorted the 
shell to the rock quarry 
near Beeches Road, where 
the RCMP and explosive 
unit members cleared the 
area and detonated two 
separate charges of mili¬ 
taiy grade C4 plastic explo¬ 
sives strapped to the live 
shell to ensure its destruc¬ 
tions. 

“The resulting blasts 
rang out at super sonic 
speeds and decibel levels,” 
Adlam said. 

NEW GLASGOW NEWS 


Helping 

heroes 

Longtime RCMP volunteer 
honoured by those he respects 


KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE 

for Metro Halifax 


It’s hard for Harold Joseph 
Northrup to forget the 
"terrible” sights and 
smells he experienced 
while picking up body 
parts at Peggy’s Cove and 
working in the morgue 
following the Swissair 
crash in September 1998. 

But the 78-year-old Dart¬ 
mouth man believes it’s 
important to reach out 
when he can, 
which is why 
he’s been will¬ 
ing to take on 
some tough 
jobs while vol¬ 
unteering with 
the Nova Scotia 
RCMP. 


nized at the first ever Nova 
Scotia RCMP Volunteer 
Long Service Recognition 
Awards Ceremony, held 
yesterday at Halifax West 
High School. 

“What’s particularly 
noteworthy is that it’s be¬ 
ing held on the first day of 
National Volunteer Week,” 
Steve Graham, command¬ 
ing officer of the Nova Sco¬ 
tia RCMP, pointed out to 
the families and friends 
gathered inside the high 
school’s theatre, the Bella 
Rose Art 


“I just want 
to help the 


RCMP out 
... I think 
they’re a 

great organization.” 

“I lust want , , I , , I 

I help the Harold Joseph 


to help 
RCMP out,” he Northrup 
said yesterday, 
just after receiving an 
award for his longtime vol¬ 
unteer work with the 
Mounties. “I think they’re 
a great organization.” 

Northrup has been gen¬ 
erously giving his time to 
the RCMP since 1975, still 
putting more than 1,000 
hours in annually with the 
auxiliaiy program at the 
Cole Harbour detachment. 

“Now I look after the po¬ 
lice cars,” he said. “I take 
them to get the new tires 
on them.” 

Northrup was one of 135 
citizens who were recog- 


ebrate your 
continuous 
commit¬ 
ment to this 
province 
and most 
important¬ 
ly, to the cit¬ 
izens.” 

Each vol¬ 
unteer received a certifi¬ 
cate signed by RCMP com¬ 
missioner William Elliott 
and a commemorative pin. 
Many work with communi¬ 
ty policing programs such 
as Ground Search and Res¬ 
cue, Citizens On Patrol, 
Neighbourhood Watch, 
Crime Prevention and 
Block Parents. 

An “RCMP volunteer val¬ 
ue statement” was also un¬ 
veiled yesterday. 

It will be placed in the 
lobbies of detachments 
and community offices 
across the province. 
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Burning issue 

Halifax Regional Fire and Emergency is reminding residents that burning of any domestic waste is strictly prohibited within the Halifax Regional Mu¬ 
nicipality. That includes grass, clippings, twigs or leaves. Last year HRM responded to more than 950 fires related to open air burning, metro Halifax 


Local 



Stop, or face a fine 

stop, in the name of safety. Members of the RCMP Halifax Dis¬ 
trict are launching a stop sign blitz campaign in the Cole 
Harbour area starting today through May 3 > The RCMP will be 
targeting motorists that fail to completely stop at stop signs 
with increased patrols and enforcement. Fines are $164.50 and 
come with two demerit points. metro Halifax 


Brill on bill for Comedy Festival 

Veteran New York comic works on Late Show with David Letterman 


HILARY BEAUMONT 

for Metro Halifax 


The 14th annual Halifax 
Comedy Festival takes 
place this week and 
one of the featured 
attractions is inter¬ 
nationally celebrat¬ 
ed comic Eddie Brill 
from New York City. 

In a phone inter¬ 
view last week with 
Metro Halifax, the 
comic, who works 
on the Late Show 
with David Letterman, said 
Haligonians should expect 


the t 5 ^e of comedy every¬ 
one can relate to. 

Brill discusses topics like 
organized religion, and 
asks the compelling ques¬ 
tion: why do post offices 
advertise stamps? 

During his latest 
show in Holl 5 AVOod 
on Easter Sunday, 
Brill poked fun at the 
holiday. He says the 
audience ate it up 
like chocolate eggs. 

“Easter’s a scary 
holiday,” Brill said. “I 
think the Easter Bun¬ 
ny was created to not 
shock the hell out of kids. 



Eddie Brill 


About the festival 

• The Halifax Comedy Festival 
runs today through Saturday 
at various venues throughout 
the city. 

You tell your kids it’s all 
about a man coming back 
from the dead they’ll freak 
out. So if you have choco¬ 
late and eggs and Easter 
Bunnies it makes it fun and 
cute.” 

This July, Brill will cele¬ 
brate 25 years in comedy. 
He has been making peo¬ 
ple laugh for half his life. 


• For a complete schedule of 
events, visit: 
halifaxcomedyfest.ca. 


His career kicked off in col¬ 
lege when he performed in 
a comedy group similar to 
local group Picnicface. Now 
Brill’s gig is on the Late 
Show with David Letter- 
man where he warms up 
the audience and books 
comics. 

“I like making people 
laugh,” he said. “I’m so pas¬ 


sionate about it. I love it 
with all my heart.” 

On Friday, Brill will em¬ 
cee a free lunchtime show 
at the Scotia Square Mall 
food court: Comedy For 
Lunch. He’ll also perform 
at the Gala of Laughs on 
Friday at 8 p.m. the Gala Fi¬ 
nale on Saturday at 8 p.m. 
Both events take place at 
the Rebecca Cohn Auditori¬ 
um. 

Other headliners this 
year include Michael 
Winslow from the Police 
Academy movies and Last 
Comic Standing winner 
Dat Phan. 


Police seeking 
missing woman 

DARTMOUTH Halifax police 
are seeking the public’s 
help in locating a missing 
Dartmouth woman. 

Thirty- 
nine-year- 
old Tracy 
Lynn Coop¬ 
er was 
reported 
missing to 
police April 
15. 

She is de¬ 
scribed as 
white, five-foot-three with 
a petite build, reddish- 
brown shoulder length 
hair and brown eyes. 

Anyone with 
information regarding 
Cooper’s whereabouts, or 
anyone who may have 
seen her, is asked to call 
police at 490-5016. 

METRO HALIFAX 



Tracy Cooper 



Halifax writer Jon Tattrie is launching his first book, titled Black Snow: A story of love and destruction, tomorrow at The Company 
House in Halifax. The book is set around the 1917 Halifax Explosion. 


What's online today. 


Immigration Cuidy Ma- 
mann on why Canada has 
no right to complain about 
alleged Mob boss 
being deported 
to Montreal at 
metronews.c 
immigration 



Friday, April 17 

Lotto Super 7: 5 , 19 , 21 , 33 , 35,36 & 44 Bonus 28. 
Saturday, April 18 

Lotto 6/49: 4 , 5 ,21, 33 ,42 & 47. Bonus 24. 
These results are not offidal. 


Halifax Explosion at centre of novel 


KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE 

for Metro Halifax 


BOOK It’s a story of lost 
love, but the heart of Jon 
Tattrie’s first novel lies in a 
piece of histoiy that 
changed his hometown 
forever: the Halifax Explo¬ 
sion. 

“There’s no shortage of 
books about the Halifax Ex¬ 
plosion ... but I wanted to 
read (one)... where the ex¬ 
plosion was the main char¬ 
acter,” Tattrie said of the 
inspiration behind his own 
book. Black Snow: A story 
of love and destruction. 


A reading 

• Join Jon Tattrie for a read¬ 
ing of Black Snow, pub¬ 
lished by The Pottersfield 
Press, from 5:30 to 7 P-m. 
tomorrow at The Company 
House on Gottingen Street. 
The book can be ordered on¬ 
line at nimbus.ns.ca. 

which will be launched to¬ 
morrow. 

“Black Snow is primarily 
just during the 36 hours 
from the explosion to 
when help started to ar¬ 
rive,” said the 32-year-old 
writer, a regular contribu¬ 


tor to Metro Halifax. 

“The main character has 
just returned from serving 
in the trenches of World 
War I,” he said of young 
protagonist Tommy. 

“He comes back to Hali¬ 
fax and he’s just tiying 
to get his life back in or¬ 
der.” 

Then comes Dec. 6,1917, 
that fateful date etched in 
the minds of Nova Sco¬ 
tians, including that of Tat¬ 
trie, who has lived on both 
sides of the harbour where 
the Mont-Blanc and Imo 
collided. 

“It’s like everything that 
he left behind in the Euro¬ 


pean war has come back 
and just destroyed his own 
city,” he said, explaining 
Tommy is determined to 
find his wife, Evie, during 
the horrific aftermath of 
the explosion. 

Tattrie first started con¬ 
juring up a fictional stoiy 
that could be set in the all 
too real disaster while 
working at the Halifax Dai¬ 
ly News. But what started 
as a short story soon 
turned into a full-fledged 
book, with characters that 
seemed to “come to life” 
and a plot fuelled by the 
“intensity of the explo¬ 
sion,” he said. 


Atlantic mayors 
call for faster 
infusion of cash 

STIMULUS Atlantic Canadi¬ 
an mayors are calling on 
the federal government to 
get infrastructure 
stimulus cash flowing into 
municipalities sooner 
rather than later. 

“We are concerned that 
delays in announcing de¬ 
tails on how 

municipalities can access 
the fund might mean that 
we will lose this construc¬ 
tion season,” Halifax 
Regional Municipality 
Mayor Peter Kelly, who 
hosted a meeting with 
leaders from across the re¬ 
gion late last week, said in 
a release. 

Other concerns 
discussed at the Atlantic 
Mayors Congress, which 
ran from Thursday 
through Saturday, include 
cuts at the CBC and the 
economy’s effect on air 
service. 

“With our sparse popu¬ 
lation and remote commu¬ 
nities, we are concerned 
that air service to our 
region could be further af¬ 
fected,” Kelly said. “We 
need a passenger bill of 
rights in place to ensure 
that the interests of air 
travellers are protected.” 

Mayors from the largest 
municipalities in this part 
of the country attend the 
Atlantic Mayors Congress, 
which meets twice yearly 
to share concerns and fos¬ 
ter collaboration. 

“This is not the time to 
cut services to the region 
or delay job-creating 
investments,” Kelly said. 
“This is the time to focus 
on the needs of people and 
communities and not cut 
Atlantic Canada adrift.” 

METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


MAN FOUND A 63-year-old 
man missing from Saulnierville 
was located late Thursday 
evening. Meteghan RCMP said 
just before midnight, Reginault 
Paul Comeau was found alive 
in an isolated wooded area sit¬ 
uated about 35 kilometres 
away from where he lived. 
Earlier Thursday, the police 
were asking for the public's as¬ 
sistance in locating the man 
who had been missing since 
Wednesday morning. Police re¬ 
ceived a call late Thursday 
evening from a person who 
had seen the man earlier in the 
day. 

METRO HALIFAX 
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Highway 102 lane closure 

There will be a lane closure on Highway 102 southbound from Exit 4B to Exit 3, including ramps, for repairs which includes replacing 
the medium barrier and repaving the highway. The work started Saturday and will continue until the end of July, metro Halifax 

$2M more for winter games 



Nova Scotia Health Promotion and Protection Minister Pat Dunn, ACOA Minister Peter MacKay, 
Canada Games chairman Jean-Paul Deveau and HRM Coun. Mary Wile donned boxing gloves Fri¬ 
day as the federal government announced an additional $2 million in funding for the 2011 Canada 
Winter Games in Halifax. The announcement took place at Palooka's Boxing Club in Halifax. 


KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE 

for Metro Halifax 


Peter MacKay didn't throw 
punches when he stepped 
into the ring Friday at 
Palooka's Boxing Club, but 
the federal cabinet minis¬ 
ter still incited claps from 
the crowd when he 
announced an additional 
$2 million in funding for 
the 2011 Canada Winter 
Games in Halifax. 

The cash comes from 
the Atlantic Canada Op¬ 
portunities Agency and 
will help pay for every¬ 
thing from sports equip¬ 
ment to promotion and 
marketing for the Games, 
which is expected to be 
the biggest athletics event 
in Halifax’s histoiy and 
stimulate $81 million in 
economic activity for Nova 
Scotia. 

“It’s an investment by 
our government to help in 
the volunteer recruitment 
... (and) in training to allow 
community members to 


build their skills,” MacKay 
said, adding the dough 
will also buy a boxing ring 
and g 5 mmastics gear. 

This ensures the 
province will “have safe, 
up-to-date equipment,” 
said MacKay, the national 
defence minister and At¬ 
lantic Gateway minister. 
“Sport, simply put, is an 
incredibly important part 
of our country. It brings 
out the very best in peo¬ 
ple.” 

MacKay was joined by 
provincial Health Promo¬ 
tion and Protection Minis¬ 
ter Pat Dunn, Coun. Mary 
Wile and Games chairman 
Jean-Paul Deveau. All four 
speakers strapped on 
gloves, smiling for the 
cameras rather than spar¬ 
ring, inside the Gottingen 
Street gym. 

Dunn said the Games, 
set for Feb. 11 to 27, 2011, 
“will leave us with a legacy 
of new and upgraded 
sports venues.” He pointed 
to the province’s history of 
hosting such events, in¬ 


cluding the first Canada 
Summer Games in 1969. 
“We are still using some of 
the sports facilities created 
for that.” 

Palooka’s owner Mickey 
MacDonald said following 
the press conference that 


the Games will give young 
athletes here in Halifax 
“something to look for¬ 
ward to.” 

“Any sport is great for 
the kids — it teaches them 
discipline, it teaches them 
teamwork, it teaches them 


focus,” he said. “It builds 
their character.” 

Organizers say more 
than 2,700 athletes will 
compete in about 20 
sports, with thousands of 
spectators also expected at 
the Games. 


''Sport, simply put, Is an Incredibly 
Important part of our country. It brings 
out the very best In people.” 

Peter MacKay, federai MP 



Workshop Model Makers 


Grandmother Pat Stephenson looks on as ig-month-old Gavin McDonald works on his styrofoam 
model during a children's make a model workshop yesterday at the Maritime Museum of the At¬ 
lantic. The event was part of the 27th annual Model Makers' Showcase, which was held at the 
museum over the weekend. 


Charges laid in October robbery, assault 


SYDNEY Two Sydney men 
have been arrested and 
charged in relation to the 
robbeiy of a 60-year-old 
man on Victoria Road in 
October 2008. 

One 18-year-old male was 
released from custody and 


will appear in court. May 
28. The second male, 21, 
will be remanded to the 
Cape Breton Correctional 
Centre until Monday, when 
he appears in court. 

Police say two men 
robbed and assaulted the 


60-year-old man near the 
Italian Village Pizzeria and 
Restaurant, Oct. 8, at 12:40 
a.m. The victim was trans¬ 
ported to the Cape Breton 
Regional Hospital with 
non-life-threatening in¬ 
juries. CAPE BRETON POST 


Sydney a no-fiy zone for 
Sunwing this sunnnner 


AIRLINES Sunwing Airlines 
has cancelled its summer 
schedule of flights between 
Sydney and Toronto. 

Sunwing had planned to 
resume service June 15, 
with twice weekly flights of¬ 
fered until Sept. 10, but an¬ 
nounced Friday its planes 
will not fly in or out of Cape 
Breton in 2009. 

“Unfortunately our pro¬ 
gram has been irreparably 
damaged by 1 


the refusal of “Unfortunately our 
program has been 

thority to ai- Irreparably 
low Sunwing damaged..." 

to operate m- . . , , ? ,-ii- 

to Sydney this M3rk Wl [[l3mS, 
summer,” said SuDwing president 
Mark 

Williams, president of Sun¬ 
wing Airlines, in a release. 

“Sunwing had started 
proceedings to obtain a 
court injunction to over¬ 
turn the airport authority’s 
decision. Unfortunately, re¬ 
cent press coverage of the 
airport authority’s refusal 
has materially and negative¬ 
ly impacted sales on the 
route and the timing of the 
scheduled court date was 
too late for us to recover our 
program for this summer.” 

Larry MacPherson, chief 
executive officer of the Syd¬ 


ney Airport Authority, 
could not be reached for 
comment late Friday after¬ 
noon. 

But earlier this week he 
told the Cape Breton Post 
that Sunwing was no longer 
welcome to fly into Sydney 
due to the addition of a new 
seasonal service offered by 
Westjet. He said Sunwing 
didn’t notify the airport of 
its plans to return and the 
airport, in¬ 
stead, agreed 
to a deal with 
Westjet that 
will see a Boe¬ 
ing 737 fly non¬ 
stop to Toronto 
three times a 
week, begin¬ 
ning May 5. 

MacPherson said the air¬ 
port authority believes that 
having three airlines oper¬ 
ating out of Sydney with di¬ 
rect flights to Toronto 
would not be sustainable. 
He also stated that there 
would not be enough count¬ 
er space for Sunwing’s tick¬ 
et agents. 

Meanwhile, Williams said 
Sunwing doesn’t believe the 
Sydney Airport Authority 
has the right to act as a mar¬ 
ket regulator and they plan 
to take legal action. 

CAPE BRETON POST 


local 3 

Shelters 
need more 
funds: NDP 

POLITICS Bryony House and 
other transition houses 
could be in crisis without 
more bucks from the 
province, the New Democ¬ 
rats say. 

NDP MIA Marilyn More 
of Dartmouth South-Port- 
land Valley said in a news 
release that the Halifax 
shelter for abused women 
and their children hasn’t 
seen funding rise since 
1996. “The responsibility of 
the ... Conservative govern¬ 
ment is to help these 
women get out of poverty 
and restart their lives.” 

The Community Services 
Department said last week 
it’s not cutting funding for 
more than 200 groups. “I’m 
pleased that we are able to 
protect the programs and 
services that many Nova 
Scotians depend on,” Minis¬ 
ter Chris d’Entremont said 
in a release. 

But a funding freeze for 
important social services 
simply isn’t enough. More 
said, especially less than a 
month after the province 
released a poverty reduc¬ 
tion strategy that is sup¬ 
posed to address the needs 
of Nova Scotia’s most vul¬ 
nerable. 

“The non-profit groups ... 
keep the social fabric of our 
communities together.” 

The provincial govern¬ 
ment says it provides $230 
million annually “to a wide 
variety of organizations” 
and has also secured $155 
million for the poverty re¬ 
duction strategy, released 

April 3. METRO HALIFAX 


Airport workers 
back on the job 

SETTLEMENT About 80 Work¬ 
ers who service airplanes at 
Halifax Stanfield 
International Airport are 
no longer locked out. 

The members of the 
International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers, which represents 
Servisair’s unionized 
employees, voted Saturday 
in favour of a new offer 
from the company. 

Media reports indicate 
the members voted 65 per 
cent in favour for the offer, 
which includes a one-year 
wage freeze. 

The workers were locked 
out on April 1 after reject¬ 
ing a two-year wage freeze 
offer. The two sides had 
been without a contract 
since last June, with negoti¬ 
ations on-going since 
November. 

These employees work 
on the ramps and offer pas¬ 
senger service for airlines. 

! METRO HALIFAX 
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Ontario police step up search for missing 8 -year-old 

The Ontario Provincial Police on Saturday launched an intensified search in Woodstock, Ont., for missing eight-year-old Victoria (Tori) Stafford, who was last seen 
on April 8. Police will also be re-examining older information and tips, and detectives will be canvassing homes and residents for new leads, cbc news online 


Canada 



Red Cross seeking flood aid 

The Canadian Red Cross is appealing for donations to support 
people affected by the flood in Manitoba. So far, more than goo 
people have registered at the Red Cross reception centre in Win¬ 
nipeg as the province said Saturday that 1,923 people have been 
evacuated in the flood. More than 1,200 of those are people from 
First Nations communities. cbc news online 


Harper praises ties to Jamaica 



Prime Minister Stephen Harper is escorted by a Trinidadian protocol officer as he arrives for the closing session at the Fifth Summit of 
the Americas in Port of Spain. 


Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper will hail the ‘‘extra¬ 
ordinary” ties between 
Canada and Jamaica and 
the positive contributions 
of Jamaicans to Canadian 
society during an historic 
address to that country’s 
parliament today. 

“This visit is particularly 
important and s 5 mibolic for 
the Jamaican-Canadian 
community. It’s s 5 mibolic of 
our relations with Jamaica,” 
Harper told Torstar News 
Services in an exclusive in¬ 
terview yesterday. 

“It’s also a real chance to 
acknowledge the strong 
and positive contribution 
that Jamaican-Canadians do 
make, sometimes not prob¬ 
ably recorded or appreciat¬ 
ed,” he said from Port of 
Prince, Trinidad. 

Harper arrived in 
Kingston, Jamaica last night 
from Trinidad where he had 
been attending the Summit 
of the Americas. Joining 
Harper onboard the govern¬ 
ment Airbus jet was Ja¬ 
maican Prime Minister 


*'The Jamaican 
community is 
gradually coming 
of age in Canada.” 

Stephen Harper 

Bruce Golding, who had al¬ 
so been attending the sum¬ 
mit. 

Today, Harper will ad¬ 
dress a special sitting of 
both houses of the Jamaican 
Parliament — a first for a 
Canadian prime minister. 

“The Jamaican communi¬ 
ty is gradually coming of 
age in Canada and Ja¬ 
maicans themselves are 
proud of that and that’s 
something that enhances 
our relationship,” he said. 

As Harper meets with Ja¬ 
maican leaders, he’ll also 
be pressing efforts to ce¬ 
ment a free trade deal, 
which he touts as one reme¬ 
dy to the nation’s poverty. 

He said Jamaica has been 
hit “terribly hard” by the 
economic woes but has 
avoided the worst of the fi¬ 


nancial sector collapse be¬ 
cause the banking sector is 
almost entirely Canadian. 

“They’ve been sheltered 
from the worst fallout of 


the financial crisis. But the 
countiy has significant eco¬ 
nomic and financial chal¬ 
lenges,” he said. 

“The biggest single thing 


to move everything forward 
is to get the economy mov¬ 
ing forward.” 

Harper, who has previ¬ 
ously visited Haiti and Bar¬ 


bados, said the Conserva¬ 
tives would continue to 
make the Caribbean a for¬ 
eign policy priority. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



I’m not his mother 
but he’s my baby. 

Become a Foster Parent. 


For information on becoming a Foster Parent call 1800-565-1884 or visit www.gov.ns.ca/coms 

NOV^^TIA ^ 

Community Services 


Canadian warship chases down 
pirates after hijacking attempt 


PIRACY NATO forces foiled 
an attack by Somali pirates 
on a Norwegian oil tanker, 
and briefly detained seven 
gunmen after hunting 
them down under cover of 
darkness, NATO officials 
said yesterday. 

It was the latest assault 
by sea gangs from Somalia 
who have hijacked dozens 
of ships, taken hundreds of 
sailors hostage and made 
tens of millions of dollars 
in ransoms — defying an 
unprecedented deploy¬ 
ment by foreign navies in 
the region. 

Michael McWhinnie, a 
spokesman on the Canadi¬ 
an warship Winnipeg, said 


No pirates held 

• After documenting evi¬ 
dence, the Winnipeg's crew 
let the pirates go. A crew 
member said that "Cana¬ 
da's mandate is not to nor¬ 
mally take detainees." 

it, a British naval supply 
ship and U.S. warship Haly- 
burton responded after pi¬ 
rates attacked the 80,000- 
tonne MV Front Ardenne 
in the Gulf of Aden late 
Saturday. 

The gunmen, armed 
with assault rifles and 
rocket-propelled gren¬ 
ades, fled south in their 


skiff as the NATO forces ap¬ 
proached, dumping 

weapons overboard. 

McWhinnie said a heli¬ 
copter sent by the Win¬ 
nipeg fired warning rounds 
in front of the pirates’ craft 
from its machinegun, but 
they ignored it. 

The Canadian warship 
then pursued them for 
hours through the night. 

“We blocked their path. 
We were faster and surpris¬ 
ingly more manoeuvrable 
than the pirate skiff,” 
McWhinnie said. 

The ship then sent a 
boarding party to search 
the pirate vessel and found 
an RPC round. reuters 


CFIA emergency fund would increase risk: Union 


SAFETY The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency plans to 
establish an emergency 
fund by withholding mon¬ 
ey from daily operations, 
says the union represent¬ 
ing food inspectors. 

“CFIA does not have an 
emergency fund to deal 
with outbreaks of food or 
animal-borne illnesses,” 
says a briefing the Agricul¬ 


ture Union is expected to 
deliver to MPs on the par- 
liamentaiy subcommittee 
on food safety today. 

The union estimated the 
fund would restrain the 
operational budget at CFIA 
by about 10 to 15 per cent, 
which it fears would can¬ 
cel plans to hire additional 
food inspectors, reduce 
oversight, and actually in¬ 


crease the risk of an emer¬ 
gency outbreak 
The committee will hear 
from Maple Leaf Foods 
CEO Michael McCain today 
as part of a probe into a po¬ 
tentially deadly strain of 
listeria traced to meats 
from a Toronto plant that 
became a factor in at least 
20 deaths last summer. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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Call Long Distance Even 
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No NEED TO CANCEL YOUR 
SERVICE PROVIDER. 
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Talks will fail without Afghan input: Karzai 

Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai yesterday said U.S. efforts to tame the growing Taliban insurgency 
through negotiations would fail unless his government agreed to such talks, metro news services 


Wor 




Japanese dean up after themselves 

Japanese expatriates took to the streets of Paris yesterday armed with brooms to 
clean up the city for the tens of thousands of Japanese tourists who visit each year. To 
the amusement or indifference of passers-by, the team of Japanese expats called the 
Greenbirds chose to give a stretch of the Champs Elysees avenue their monthly clean¬ 
ing treatment. reuters 


Journalist 
must have 
legal rights: 
Iran chief 


COURTS Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
has called on the judiciaiy 
to ensure that an Iranian- 
American journalist jailed 
for espionage enjoys her 
legal right to defend her¬ 
self, the official news 
agency IRNA said 
yesterday. 

Roxana Saberi’s lawyer 
welcomed Ahmadinejad’s 
intervention in a letter to 
Tehran’s 
prosecutor, 
published a 
day after 
the U.S.- 
born 

freelance re¬ 
porter was 
sentenced 
to eight 
years in jail 
on charges 
of sp 5 dng 
for the United States. 

Lawyer Abdolsamad 
Khorramshahi has said he 
will appeal the verdict, 
which comes at a time 
when the new U.S. admin¬ 
istration of President 
Barack Obama is tiying to 
engage the Islamic state 
diplomatically, after three 
decades of mutual 
mistrust. 

Obama said he was 
“deeply concerned” for 
Saberi’s safety and urged 
Tehran to free her. 

“I have complete confi¬ 
dence that she was not en¬ 
gaging in any sort of espi¬ 
onage,” Obama told a 
news conference in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Toba¬ 
go, where he was attend¬ 
ing the Fifth Summit of 
the Americas. reuters 



Saberi 


Obama sees positive signs on Cuba 

But U.S. leader calls on communist nation to give people more political freedom 


U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma said yesterday he saw 
‘‘potential positive signs” 
of better relations with Cu¬ 
ba and Venezuela, but he 
called on Cuba to back 
them up by giving its peo¬ 
ple more political 
freedom. 

Obama spoke after at¬ 
tending a Summit of the 
Americas in Trinidad and 
Tobago which he said fo¬ 
cused on “launching a new 
era of partnerships” be¬ 
tween the countries of the 
western hemisphere. 

Communist-ruled Cuba 
was excluded from the 
meeting but the summit 
was dominated by specula¬ 
tion over the prospect of 
an end to the long conflict 
between Washington and 
Havana after Cuban Presi¬ 
dent Raul Castro said last 
week he was open to talks. 



U.S. President Barack Obama addresses a news conference on the rooftop terrace of his hotel after 
the conclusion of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, yesterday. Communist Cuba 
was excluded from the meeting but President Raul Castro said he was open to talks. 


Obama also received 
friendly overtures during 
the summit from left-wing 
Venezuelan President 


Hugo Chavez, whose close 
alliance with Cuba and 
fierce criticism of U.S. poli¬ 
cies in the region had 


strained relations with 
Washington in the past. 

“For the past few days, 
we’ve seen potential posi- 


s five signs in the nature of 
^ the relationship between 
I the United States, Cuba 
I and Venezuela,” Obama 
^ told a news conference. 

5 “We’re going to explore 
- and see if we can make 
progress,” Obama added, 
recalling Raul Castro had 
said he was willing to talk 
about political prisoners 
and human rights. 

Obama went on: “But as 
I’ve said before, the test for 
all of us is not simply 
words but deeds.” 

Recalling his move last 
week to ease aspects of the 
47-year-old U.S. trade em¬ 
bargo against Cuba, Oba¬ 
ma reiterated a call for Cu¬ 
ba to reciprocate by free¬ 
ing political prisoners and 
addressing freedom of ex¬ 
pression and religion, say¬ 
ing these issues cannot be 
brushed aside. reuters 


Aid workers taken 


ABDUCTIONS Gunmen kid¬ 
napped three aid workers, 
believed to include a Bel¬ 
gian and a Dutchman, in 
central Somalia yesterday, 
a colleague and a local eld¬ 
er said. 

In a separate incident 
masked gunmen killed a 
local employee of another 
charity in the central town 
of Merka, witnesses said. 

Attacks on aid workers 
in Somalia, which are nor¬ 
mally blamed on hardline 
Islamist rebels and clan 
militia, have cut the ability 
of relief agencies to re¬ 
spond to a humanitarian 
crisis that many say is 
Africa’s most acute. 

Local elder Hassan 
Maalin told Reuters by tele- 


Somalia 

• Somalia has been mired 
in civil conflict for 18 years 
and is one of the most dan¬ 
gerous countries in the 
world. 

• Aid workers and journal¬ 
ists have often been kid¬ 
napped. Hostages are gen¬ 
erally released after a ran¬ 
som is paid. 

• More than one million So¬ 
malis have been uprooted 
in the last two years by 
fighting. 

phone from central Soma¬ 
lia: “Unidentified armed 
men kidnapped two MSF- 
Belgium aid workers in 
Bakol region.” reuters 



India Rickshaw racing 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city's coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month's category: 

Metro’s Koolest Shoe Shop! 

One lucky player will win a prize pock valued at over $100! 


metr 


Do it daily. 

iVe PlayAi^y^Uiiy. 


Rickshaw pullers take part in a race in the eastern Indian city of Kolkata yesterday, the first race of 
its kind in four years, it took place after chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee tried to ban 
them in 2005. 


Boycott may subvert meeting 


RACISM A growing Western 
boycott threatens to un¬ 
dermine a United Nations 
conference on racism that 
Israel’s friends say could 
become a platform for 
scathing criticism of the 
Jewish state. 

The United States an¬ 
nounced on Saturday it 
would stay away, citing 
“objectionable” language 
in a text prepared for the 
Geneva meeting which 


Iranian President Mah¬ 
moud Ahmadinejad will 
address today, its opening 
day. 

Australia and the Nether¬ 
lands joined the boycott on 
Sunday and Italy and Ger¬ 
many are also expected to 
sit it out. 

The United States and Is¬ 
rael walked out after Arab 
states sought to define Zi¬ 
onism as racist in 2001. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


EGYPT Buried deep under the 
crumbling limestone of a tem¬ 
ple to the goddess Isis in 
Alexandria, archeologists be¬ 
lieve the body of Queen 
Cleopatra may lie. The tomb of 
the Egyptian queen has never 
been found but archeologists 
are discovering more evidence 
that Cleopatra's priests carried 
her body to the temple after 
her suicide, where it could lie 
with her lover Marc Antony. 

REUTERS 
































Dell recommends Windows Vista® Home Premium 


Get these offers when you buy directly from Dell. 
Promotional offers valid from April 17 to April 23, 2009. 


GO GREEN SALES EVENT 

Save a lot of green on popular systems, electronics and accessories. 



DELL IS ABOUT AS GREEN AS IT GETS 

We’ve made it easy to update your technology in an environmentally responsible way. 
For example, when you purchase a new Dell computer, you can mail us your old system 
and we’ll recycle it. Visit dell.ca/recycle for more details. 


REGULARLY 

$OQQ* oraslowas 

$23/mo.^ 

E-Value™ Code: 80003-CHS7WK2* 

DELL™ STUDIO™ 17 LAPTOP 



iai?iaacfi8irj;< 


• Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor T6400 

• Genuine Windows Vista® Home Premium, SPl (64-Bit) 

• 4GB Memory*; 320GB* Hard Drive 

• Intel® Wireless-N Mini-Card 

• Built-in 2.0MP Webcam and Microphone 

• FREE Shipping 

Shown in Spring Green — your choice of 

7 colours and 4 trim options: -p|-,g sjijdiq 17 is a 


••••••• III* 


great laptop. I would 
highly recommend it 
as a desktop replacement 


as well..” 


— Greg G. Dell Customer 
Review of STUDIO 17 Laptop 



REGULARLY $rr9 

*599 


or as low as 

$16/mo.^ 

E-Value Code: 80003-CH15WK2* 

DELL INSPIRON™ 15 LAPTOP 


• Intei® Pentium® Processor T3400 

• Genuine Windows Vista® Home Premium, 
SPl (64-Bit) 

• 4GB Memory*; 160GB* Hard Drive 

• Dell Wireless-G Mini-Card 

• FREE Shipping 
Comes in Black 

- Choose Blue or Red for $30*. 


••• 



REGULARLY $4299 

or as low as 

$26/mo.^ 
E-Value Code: 80003-CHSDWK2* 

DELL STUDIO DESKTOP 

• Intei® Core™2 Quad Processor Q8300 

• Genuine Windows Vista® Home Premium, 
SPl (64-Bit) 

• 6GB Memory*; 1TB* Hard Drive 

• 24" Full HD lOSOp Widescreen Flat Panel 
Monitor (S2409W) 

• Dual-Layer 16x DVD-Burner* 

• 16-in-1 Media Card Reader 

• FREE Shipping 



D-Link DGS-1008D 8-Port GigaExpress Western Digital 1TB Caviar 

Unmanaged GREEN ETHERNET Gigabit Switch Green SATA Internal Hard Drive 


$4099* 

• FREE Shipping 


SAVE $10* 

regularly $59.99 


$11Q99* SAVE $60* 

117 regularly $179.99 

• Reduced power consumption 
compared to standard desktop drives 

• FREE Shipping 


GO ONLINE TODAY FOR MORE DEALS FROM DELL! 


Dell G2210 22" Wide 
Green Flat Panel Monitor 

* 299 ®®’ 

• FREE Shipping 


DML 

YOURS IS HERE 


1 click 

call 1 

DELL.CA/GOGREEN 

1 1-866-402-9418 


^48-MONTH INSTALLMENT PLAN (“PLAN”): Offered through Dell Financial Services Canada Limited (“DFS”), a separate entity, to quaiified customers approved by DFS in its soie discretion. Minimum transaction amount of $499 is required. No down payment required. Monthiy payment 
set out in the ad is based on a Pian interest rate of 9.99% per year and an advance equai to the advertised price for a specific product configuration, interest rates and monthiy payments under the Pian wiii vary, depending on amount advanced and customer’s creditworthiness. 
Representative exampie of a Pian: $999 advanced @ 9.99% per year: $25.33 monthiy payment, totai payabie is $1,215.84, total cost of borrowing is $216.84. Terms subject to error and change without notice. Piease contact Deii for more detaiis. 

* PRICES: Prices and offers are avaiiabie oniy to customers in Canada for eiigibie purchases during the specified time period. To receive the advertised price you MUST mention or input the E-Vaiue Code iisted beside the price. Savings are caicuiated on the reguiar price offered by 
Deii. Totai Vaiue of a bundie equais the aggregate of the reguiar price offered by Deii on the individuai components; bundie savings represents the difference between the advertised price of the bundie and the Totai Vaiue. Prices do not inciude appiicabie taxes, shipping, handiing, 
and environmentai, restocking and other surcharges. ERRDRS: Prices, offers, configurations and any other information in this materiai is subject to error, canceiiation, change and substitution at Deii’s discretion at any time without notice. Deii is not responsibie for typography, 
photography, pricing, posting or other errors. ORDER:" Advertised offers are not combinabie with any other offer (i.e. iimit 1 offer per eiigibie system). Deii reserves the right to cancei orders arising from any errors and to iimit quantities to 5 systems per customer. AVAILABILITY: 
Certain products, configurations, coiours and/or patterns may be iimited in avaiiabiiity. CUSTDMER TERMS AND CDNDITIDNS: Aii purchases are subject to Deii’s Customer Agreement or Deii’s standard terms of saie, Deii’s iimited hardware warranty terms and the appiicabie Deii or 
third-party service agreement. Copies avaiiabie on request or at www.deii.ca. PRDDUCTS: CD/DVD/BLU-RAY BURNERS: Discs burned with this drive may not be compatibie with some existing drives and piayers; using DVD+R media provides maximum compatibiiity. GRAPHICS AND 
SYSTEM MEMORY (SDRAM): Significant system memory may be aiiocated to support graphics, depending on system memory size and other factors. HARD DRIVES: GB means 1-billion bytes and TB equais 1-triiiion bytes; actuai capacity varies with preioaded materiai and operating 
environment and wiii be iess. LAPTOPS AND DESKTOPS CONFIGURED WITH 4GB OF MEMORY OR MORE: Up to 1GB may not be available with 32-bit operating systems due to system resource requirements. SOFTWARE/DATA: Software, documentation or packaging and may differ from 
retaii versions. Preioaded software may not inciude documentation. Remember to back up your data - Dell is not responsible for lost or corrupt data or software. DELL’S RETURN POLICY: If you are the original purchaser who bought new products directly from Dell, you may return the 
products in as-new condition to Deii up to 30 days after you receive them for a refund of the product purchase price if aiready paid, if you are the originai purchaser who bought reconditioned or refurbished products from Deii, you may return the products to Deii within 14 days after 
the date of packing siip or invoice for a refund or credit of the product purchase price, in either case, the refund or credit does not inciude any shipping and handiing charges shown on your packing siip or invoice; you are responsibie for those. For compiete detaiis, visit www.deii.ca/ 
servicecontracts. LIMITED HARDWARE WARRANTY: For a copy of Dell’s limited hardware warranty or information and terms and conditions regarding aii warranty, service and support options, caii 1-800-847-4096 or visit www.deii.ca/servicecontracts. Services may not be avaiiabie 
in aii areas and may be provided by a third-party. Note that warranties on non-Deii branded products are provided by the respective manufacturers, not Deii. INTEL:: Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, intei inside iogo, Centrino, the Centrino iogo, intei Core, Core inside, Pentium, Pentium 
inside and Atom are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intei Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. MICROSOFT: Microsoft, MS, Windows, the Windows logo, Windows Vista, and the Windows Vista start button are either registered trademarks 
or trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies in the United States and/or other countries. ©2009 Microsoft Corporation. OTHER: All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2009 Dell Inc. All rights reserved. The example organizations, products, domain 
names, e-mail addresses, logos, people, places and events depicted herein are fictitious and no association or connection therewith is intended or inferred. 
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Everyone needs a hobby 



HineSight 


Anne 

Hines 


metronews.ca/hinesight 


t’s contest time! This 
contest is called, “Help 
Anne choose a hobby.” 
What could be more 
fun? Well... choosing a 
hobby for yourself. That 
would be way more fun. 
But, will it win you one of 
the fabulous prizes listed 
below? I think not. 

And frankly, I 
need the help. 

Now that my 
children are 
grown, I find 
something un¬ 
expected has 
returned to my 
life. Not dispos¬ 
able income, 
that’s 
gone for 
good. 

Along 


with my stomach muscles, 
memory and the ability to 
get through a day without 
humming the Teletubbies 
theme song. 

But what I do have now 
and then, is a whole spare 
10 or 15 minutes to do 
something for myself 
Clearly, I’m ready for a hob¬ 
by. 

I do go to the gym. I 
thought that was my hobby. 
Then I foimd out the defini¬ 
tion of “hobby” isn’t “an ac¬ 
tivity you’d rather gnaw 
your own arm off than have 
to do on a regular basis.” 

I’m hoping Metro readers 
can help me find 



On the web 


How to participate 

• Suggest a hobby for Anne 

at contests^metronews.ca 

something better. 

The guidelines: 

1) It cannot involve a 
large outlay of cash. So, pi¬ 
loting a small aircraft or 
bujdng fashionable yoga 
gear is out. 

2) It’s best to avoid activi¬ 
ties that involve using or be¬ 
ing in the vicinity of sharp 
objects. I tried gardening 
once and ended up getting a 
twig stuck in my eye and 
having to be rushed to the 
hospital. Gardening is not 
really the relaxing activity 
it’s made out to be. 

3) It should 
not involve 
eating 
icky, 

unidenti¬ 
fiable 

things. This 
rules out becoming a 

contestant on Survivor or 
taking up vegan cooking. 

4) It should, ideally, be le¬ 
gal. 

5) No tatting. I can’t imag- 


SunnySide 


ine saydng, “Oh yes, I tat.” I 
just can’t. 

Other than that, the 
field’s wide open. 

Anyone who has an inter¬ 
esting, cheap, non-threaten¬ 
ing, non-icky, legal hobby. 
I’d like to hear about it. I’ll 
choose a winner and give 
your suggestion a go. 

Now, the prize. It was go¬ 
ing to be a mug. Not just 
any mug. A Metro newspa¬ 
per mug. But I decided 
against that on the basis 
that we don’t have any. I 
considered giving away my 
own mug. It’s from the Elvis 
Presley Inn, Jerusalem. I was 
even prepared to wash it be¬ 
fore I mailed it. However, 
Metro has graciously donat¬ 
ed logoed pens and choco¬ 
lates. I know. I’m a little 
breathless myself 

So. Hobbies. Help me out. 
And let the games, or cro¬ 
cheting or Middle Eastern 
European stamp collecting, 
begin. 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 


Views 


Green lifestyle ideas are endless 


UrbanScra’ 


ChristincL^ 1 
Biluk 


metronews.ca/urbanscrawl 


Don’t know where to start 
to live a greener life in Hali¬ 
fax? Well, I’ve come up with 
a number of ideas for how 
to do that in HRM in hon¬ 
our of Earth Day. 

Start by picking one or 
two to incorporate into 
your life and go from there. 

• Buy local. Find out 
where your food comes 
from and chose products 
that are grown close to 
home. 

• Rent a plot in a commu¬ 


nity garden to grow your 
own food and get to know 
your neighbours. 

• Volunteer to collect left¬ 
over food from farms and 
restaurants and redistribute 
it to the himgiy. 

• Bring your own takeout 
containers, instead of using 
Styrofoam. 

• Avoid bottled water, 
bring your own reusable 
container and refill it often. 

• Eat a vegetarian meal, 
once a week. It takes 20 
pounds of grain to produce 
one pound of beef 

• Inquire at your 
favourite restaurant — 
what are they doing to help 
the environment. 

• Compost your food 
scraps to make luscious soil 
for your flowerbeds. 

• BYOB: Bring your own 



bags, when you shop, when 
you travel. 

• Think twice before you 
buy, will this item end up in 
a landfill in six months. 

• Buy products that have 
reduced packaging and use 
recyclable packaging. 

• Donate used clothing to 
charities and second-hand 
stores. 

• Visit the Habitat for Hu¬ 
manity Re-store to get less 
expensive building materi¬ 
als and give the environ¬ 
ment a break. 

• Use renewable materi¬ 
als such as bamboo and 
cork when upgrading and 
repairing your home. 


• Don’t diunp chemicals 
(like motor oil and paint) 
down storm drains. 

• Use natural fertilizers. 

• Wash clothes in cold 
water. 

• Hang clothes to diy 
when possible. 

• Use products such as 
baking soda and vinegar for 
cleaning. 

• List items you no longer 
want on Halifax Freecycle 
and give them to someone 
who needs them. 

• Plant a tree, or two. 

• Sign up for paperless 
billing. 

• Pick up a piece of litter 
each day. 

Christina Biluk is Director of Engagement 

for FUSION Halifax. Visit FUSlONHalifax.ca 

to find out how to get involved in shaping 
our city; theurbanscrawl@gmail.com. 


SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 


yweV/V^ 




Metro Online Poll Results 

n — 

LsAID: 

Which is a better way to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions? 

Weigh in on today's question at metronews.ca 

_SAID _ 

Carbon tax 

Cap and trade 


Worth mentioning 


Summit eyes native traditions 
to combat climate change 


Alaskan Inuits, Australian 
aborigines and Pygmies 
from Cameroon have a 
message for a warming 
world: Native traditions 
can be a potent weapon 
against climate change. 

At a summit starting to¬ 
day in Anchorage, Alaska, 

some 400 in- _ 

digenous 
people from 
80 nations 
are gathering 
to hone this 
message in 
the hope it 
can be a key 
part of international cli¬ 
mate negotiations. 

“We don’t want to be 
seen just as the powerless 
victims of climate 
change,” said Patricia 
Cochran, an Inupiat native 
of Nome, Alaska, who is 
chairing the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Global Summit 
on Climate Change. “Our 
conference is really stirred 
by our wanting to become 
leaders ... because we 


''We don’t want to 
be seen just as the 
powerless victims 
of climate change.” 

Patricia Cochran 


have the ability to bring 
information from our 
communities to the rest of 
the world.” 

Indigenous traditions 
are hardly static, she said, 
noting native people have 
always adapted to their 
changing and often harsh 
_environ¬ 
ments. 

For in¬ 
stance, 
Cochran said, 
Inuit people 
in Alaska are 
reverting to 
traditional 
dogsleds instead of mod¬ 
ern snow machines as the 
icy region warms. 

“People go out on their 
snow machines, fall 
through the ice and are 
never seen again,” she 
said. “But our sled dogs 
will tell you when the ice 
is not safe ... and they’re a 
lot easier to feed than (to 
pay) the gas prices that we 
have, $10 a gallon in many 
of our villages.” reuters 


It's your turn to tell others what you think. Email your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Form a green team at work 

We spend about one-third of our time at work. And that's where almost half of our greenhouse gases come from, according to Kim McKay and Jenny Bonnin's True Green (§ Work: 
100 Ways You Can Make the Environment Your Business. Form a green team for your office and look at ways to cut back on electricity and waste, torstar news service 
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Going Green 


Fossil fuels also form smog 


Global warming is not the only reason we should reduce our fossil fu¬ 
el emissions. The burning of fossil fuels releases air pollutants. Some 
of these compounds can then form airborne particles and ground-lev¬ 
el ozone — which, combined together, is commonly referred to as 
smog. Increased levels of exposure to smog may cause congestion, 
difficulty breathing and asthma attacks. 


DAVID SUZUKI FOUNDATION 


EDITOR: MIKE.DEREZYCKY^METRONEWS.CA 


Simple ways to celebrate 


One billion people expected to take part in Earth Day activities 


EARTH DAY: APRIL 2 Z 

Go ^ 

Green ® 


JONTATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


It's Earth Day on Wednes¬ 
day, and while saving the 
planet is serious business, 
you may as well have fun 
while you're at it. Global¬ 
ly, one billion people in 
170 countries are expect¬ 
ed to join the celebration 
of the planet we all live 
on, organizers say. 

Kelly Magill, editor of 
Positively Green magazine, 
has some tips for ordinaiy 
families to join the party. 
She treats it like a birthday 
and recommends parents 
take their kids on a plane- 
taiy adventure. 

“Just get outside! Go to a 
park or on a hike. Take a 
picnic with you and spend 
the day investigating na¬ 
ture,” she says. “If you have 
bikes, take a family bike 
ride. Getting comfortable 
with biking when you’re 
young makes it easier to 
bike instead of drive when 
you’re an adult.” 

If you live near a zoo or 
wildlife park, take your 
family there to instill a 
sense of love and respect 
for animals, she suggests. 
In a similar vein, go on a 
strawberry picking adven¬ 
ture and bring the fruit 
home to enjoy. 



There are many ways you can celebrate Earth Day, including starting a garden in your backyard or in a container in your home. 
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“This activity really 
makes our connection to 
the Earth clear.” 

An easier option is to visit 
your local farmers’ market. 
Building this connection 
between the Earth and 
what we eat makes it easier 
to understand why protect¬ 
ing the planet is important, 
she explains. 

Magill recently finished 
making a batch of soap 


Websites 

• Go to Earthday.ca to find 
local Earth Day events or 
visit Positivelygreen.com for 
more tips on green living. 

with her family. 

“Families used to make 
all of their own ‘beauty’ 
products and they knew ex¬ 
actly what was in them,” 


she explains. “You can find 
easy recipes on the web.” 

It doesn’t take long and it 
also makes bath time more 
fun. 

For a more ambitious 
project, start a garden in 
your backyard or in a con¬ 
tainer in your house. 

“Let your child choose 
what to plant. This way, 
they’re more likely to eat it. 
Don’t get too ambitious — 


choose two or three things 
to plant,” she says. “You 
and your child can check 
on your garden throughout 
the spring and summer and 
harvest what you’ve grown 
together.” 

A simpler idea is to set up 
a bird feeder. 

“Spring means baby birds 
and feeding,” Magill smiles. 
“You’ll see all kinds of birds 
visiting your feeder.” 


Green Honne 
Index tracks 
behaviours 


The Ganadian Green Home 
Index, developed by Envi- 
ronics Research for The 
Home Depot Ganada, has 
assigned Ganadians a mod¬ 
erate 60 out of 100 rating 
in its inau- 

ka?e. Numbers 

Based on a 
basket of 
five ques¬ 
tions, the 
Ganadian 
Green 
Home In¬ 
dex tracks 
Ganadian 
attitudes 
and behav¬ 
iours as a 
means to 
measure 
progress 
toward 


• A majority of 
Canadians (68 
per cent) rate 
their home as 
"somewhat 
green." A fur¬ 
ther 13 per 
cent believe 
their homes 
are “very 
green." But an 
even stronger 
majority (83 
per cent) ac¬ 
knowledge 
they have 
room to im¬ 
prove — and 
are keen to 
make their 
homes even 
greener than 
they are today. 


greening 
their 
homes. 

“Ganadi¬ 
ans want 
to be more 
environ¬ 
mentally 
friendly, 

but it’s an ongoing process 
to change these important 
behaviours,” said Annette 
Verschuren, president of 
The Home Depot Ganada 
and Asia. “We believe this 
index provides a real op¬ 
portunity to add to the 
green discussion so we can 
support further change 
and provide consumers 
with the tools they need to 
do more.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


MORE CHOICE IN 
CAN USE LESS. 


SIZES MEANS 


When you choose Bounty Select-a-Size sheets, a Future Friendly product, you can create less waste. 
Because with Bounty Select-a-Size you get sheets that are 45% smaller than a regular Bounty sheet 
and still stronger when wet than a full size sheet of the next leading two-ply. So you can use a small 
sheet for a small spill. Small steps like this can help make a difference in our world. 

DISCOVER WHAT OTHER STEPS YOU CAN TAKE AT: futurefriendlybrands.ca 


I’M THINKING 

Hi" 

Future 
Friendly 
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Adriftbi^ Echo Dyan 

'This painting expresses the feeling of being adrift from any source of 
comfort and clinging to a life raft amidst black maters that threaten to 
overojhelm and engulf the person at any moment.” 

CALL FOR 
9UBMI88I0N9 

Youth up to 25 years of age 

The Department of Health, Mental Health Branch 
is seefiing submissions of cuorks of visual art from 
youth up to 25 years of age cuho have experienced 
or are experiencing a mental illness and mho live in 
Nova Scotia. 

Artcuork mill be reproduced in a calendar to be 
published by the Department of Health to raise 
amareness of youth and mental illness. 

For further information: www.gov.ns.ca/health/mhs 

Or contact: 

Tony Prime (902) 424-7235 
primets@gov.ns.ca 

Submission deadline is midnight May 29, 2009. 

Submissions to be sent to: 

Healthy Minds Cooperative 
c/o Francine Vezina, Executive Director 
The Village at Bayers Road 
707i Bayers Road, Suite Ii2 
Haiifax, N5 B3L 2C2 

DO IT ONLINE. NOT IN LINE. 

See online movie showtimes, trailers, reviews and 
purchase tickets at metrs^ews.ca/movies 
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Canada’s annual inflation eases in March, core higher 

Canada's annual inflation rate slowed to 1.2 per cent in March from 1.4 per cent in Feb¬ 
ruary, but the core rate watched by the central bank rose to two per cent. Reuters 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZAtaMETRONEWS.CA 


Watchdog criticized 
after Conquest’s fall 

Travel body should have taken action: Critics 


The first clues that now- 
defunct Conquest 
Vacations could be in trou¬ 
ble emerged six months 
ago, near the peak of the 
financial crisis, when the 
seller of packaged 
holidays ran afoul of 
provincial guidelines that 
stipulate how much cash it 
needed to have on hand to 
pay its bills. 

While not necessarily an 
ominous sign in an indus¬ 
try known for its volatility, 
the event nevertheless 
spawned discussions be¬ 
tween Conquest manage¬ 
ment and the province’s 
travel industiy watchdog, 
the Travel Industiy Council 
of Ontario, or TICO. 

In March, TICO gave 
Conquest a deadline of 
April 14 to put more mon¬ 
ey into its working capital 
fund or face a suspension. 

But TICO president 


'*TICO’s mandate is 
consumer protection. 
It’s not to protect 
registrants.” 

Bruce Bishins, 
Association of Retaii 
Travel Agents 

Michael Pepper said Con¬ 
quest instead opted to pull 
the plug on the 37-year-old 
travel firm the next day in 
a move that ruined the va¬ 
cation plans of thousands 
of Canadians. 

While Pepper says he 
stands by his decision to at¬ 
tempt to work with Con¬ 
quest, others have ques¬ 
tioned whether TICO could 
have done more to soften 
the impact of Conquest’s 
shutdown. 

Bruce Bishins, president 


of the Association of Retail 
Travel Agents, said his 
members have been con¬ 
cerned for months that 
TICO is not living up to its 
consumer protection man¬ 
date. 

Bishins said a shortfall in 
Conquest’s working capi¬ 
tal, which refers to money 
used to pay bills or other 
short-term expenses, 
should have prompted 
TICO to stop Conquest 
from selling travel pack¬ 
ages. 

“I don’t know the level 
of shortfall, but if TICO 
found this out and work¬ 
ing capital wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately injected into the 
company, TICO should 
have suspended them,” 
said Bishins. “TICO’s man¬ 
date is consumer protec¬ 
tion. It’s not to protect reg¬ 
istrants.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Few options for CAW: Analysts 


AUTO The Canadian Auto 
Workers imion has little 
choice but to accept cuts of 
over 20 per cent in its mem¬ 
bers’ wages and benefits 
when talks with Chiysler 
over cost savings resume 
next week, analysts said. 

Without the concessions, 
a partnership between 
Chiysler and Italian car- 
maker Fiat SpA has little 
chance, and Chiysler would 
then fail to meet the end-of- 
month deadline to qualify 


for government aid in Cana¬ 
da and the United States. 

Chiysler would then like¬ 
ly have to file for bankrupt¬ 
cy protection, almost as¬ 
suredly bringing cuts in 
labour costs and job losses, 
analysts said. 

Cl^sler said in a letter to 
employees Friday that the 
union’s refusal to cut labor 
costs by $19 an hour to $57 
an hour jeopardizes the fu¬ 
ture of Chrysler and its op¬ 
erations in Canada, reuters 


.DAILY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 

March real estate down: 

The value of all residen¬ 
tial transactions record¬ 
ed through the MLS sys¬ 
tem in Nova Scotia to¬ 
talled $130.5 million in 
March, a 16 per cent de¬ 
crease from year-ago lev¬ 
els, but it was still the 
highest level of housing 
sales activity in the 
province in five months. 
42 Michelin workers 
to keep their jobs: 

A group of 42 flex em¬ 
ployees at Michelin Tire 
plants in Granton and 
Bridgewater will not be 
laid off next month, said 
a company spokes¬ 
woman. 

Bowater paper plant 
employees safe: 

Bowater Mersey Paper 
Company Ltd. employees 
found out to their relief 
late on Thursday that the 
Brooklyn, Queens Co. 
plant is not included in 
AbitibiBowater’s bank¬ 
ruptcy proceedings. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning. 
Sign up today for the 

DAILY BUSINESS BUZZ 

nsbj.ca 



POURING 

CONCRETE? 

We have the reinforcing 
steel and wire mesh 
for your project. 

Retail sales welcome. 

(p) 468-2526 
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In brief 


ENERGY Low prices are almost 
certain to have slashed profits 
for Canada's biggest oil and 
gas producers, who begin their 
first-quarter earning season in 
earnest this week. Prices were 
mired in recessionary lows in 
the quarter, with oil down 55 
per cent and the average natu¬ 
ral gas price shaved by nearly 
half from the year-prior period. 

PAPER Quebec agreed on Fri¬ 
day to provide a $ioo-million 
US loan guarantee to Abitibi¬ 
Bowater Inc. as the newsprint 
maker attempts to restructure 
its operations under bankrupt¬ 
cy protection in Canada and 
the United States. 

REUTERS 
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Nestor, Zimonjic dominate in victory 

Canada's Daniel Nestor and Serbian partner Nenad Zimonjic won the Monte Carlo Masters men's doubles title yesterday, 
sweeping past top-seeded Americans Bob and Mike Bryan 6-4, 6-1 in a match that lasted just 47 minutes, metro news services 
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Sports 



The Iceman doneth? 


After being knocked out by Mauricio (Shogun) Rua at UFC 97 in Montreal 
Saturday, Chuck (The Iceman) Liddell is finished, according to UFC president 
Dana White. “You’re never going to see Chuck Liddell on the canvas again,’’ 
White said. “It’s done.’’ Rua knocked out Liddell 4:28 into the first round. In 
another fight, Anderson Silva set a UFC record for most wins in the Octagon 
with an uninspired decision over Thales Leites. metro news services 


EDITOR: JOHN.CHICK^METRONEWS.CA 



STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS 
YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Philadelphia 6 Pittsburgh 3 
Vancouver 3 St. Louis 2 
New Jersey 3 Carolina 2 (OT) 

Anaheim at San Jose 

TONIGHT'S GAMES 
Boston at Montreal 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Chicago at Calgary 



PLAYOFFS 

YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


L.A. Lakers 113 Utah 100 
Philadelphia 100 Orlando 98 
Atlanta 90 Miami 64 
New Orleans at Denver 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Chicago at Boston 
Dallas at San Antonio 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Toronto 1 Oakland 0 
Boston 2 Baltimore 1 
Chicago White Sox 12 Tampa Bay 2 
Detroit 8 Seattle 2 
Minnesota 3 L.A. Angels 1 
N.Y. Yankees 7 Cleveland 3 
Texas 6 Kansas City 5 
Atlanta 11 Pittsburgh 1 
Cincinnati 4 Houston 2 
Florida 7 Washington 4 
L.A. Dodgers 14 Colorado 2 
Milwaukee 4 N.Y Mets 2 
Philadelphia 5 San Diego 4 
San Francisco 2 Arizona 0 
St. Louis at Chicago Cubs PPD 


Sports in brief 


NHL Milan Lucic of the Boston 
Bruins has been suspended for 
Game 3 of the Bruins-Canadi- 
ens series tonight after cross¬ 
checking Habs forward Maxim 
La Pierre in the head in the clos¬ 
ing minutes of Boston's 5-1 win 
Saturday, metro news services 




STANLEY CUP 

2009 Playoffs 


Flyers double up Pens, back in it 


Simon Gagne netted a pair 
of goals, as the 
Philadelphia Flyers posted 
a strong 6-3 victory over 
the Pittsburgh Penguins in 
Game 3 of their Eastern 
Conference quarterfinal 
series at Wachovia Center. 

Claude Giroux con¬ 
tributed a goal and assist for 
the Flyers, who climbed 
back into the series after 
dropping the first two 
games in Pittsburgh. 

Jeff Carter, Mike Richards 
and Jared Ross also hit the 
net for Philadelphia, and 
Martin Biron stopped 26 
shots for the win. Evgeni 
Malkin tallied twice for the 
Penguins, who dropped 
their first road playoff con¬ 
test since Game 2 of the 
2008 Stanley Cup Finals in 
Detroit. Rob Scuderi added 
a goal while Sidney Crosby 
picked up a pair of helpers. 
Marc-Andre Fleuiy allowed 
five goals on 29 shots in de¬ 
feat. Game 4 is set for to¬ 
morrow in Philadelphia. 

CANUCKS 3, BLUES 2 

Steve Bernier netted the 


Claude Giroux of the Flyers takes down Pittsburgh’s Tyler Kennedy yesterday. 


game-winner early in the 
third period, as the Vancou¬ 
ver Canucks edged the St. 
Louis Blues, 3-2, in Game 3 
of their Western Confer¬ 
ence quarterfinal series. 

Roberto Luongo was sohd 
between the pipes, stopping 
24 shots for the third-seed¬ 
ed Canucks, who lead the 
best-of-seven series, 3-0, and 
will look to complete the 
sweep tomorrow in St. 
Louis. 


Vancouver scored all 
three goals on the power 
play, with Daniel Sedin and 
Mattias Ohlund also light¬ 
ing the lamp. 

David Backes and Andy 
McDonald both registered a 
goal and an assist for the 
Blues, who had won their 
last five on home ice to con¬ 
clude the regular season. 
Chris Mason made 23 saves 
in defeat. 


DEVILS 3 , HURRICANES 2 (OT) 

Travis Zajac, who had not 
scored since mid-March, lit 
the lamp 4:58 into over¬ 
time to lift the New Jersey 
Devils to a 3-2 win over 
Carolina in Game 3 of their 
Eastern Conference quar¬ 
terfinal series at RBC Cen¬ 
ter. Zach Parise and Brian 
Gionta also tallied for the 
Devils, who bounced back 
from an overtime loss in 
Game 2 to take a 2-1 lead in 


Fora recap of the 
Ducks/Sharks game, 
visit metronews.ca 


the best-of-seven series. 
Martin Brodeur turned 
aside 28 of the 30 shots he 
faced. Ryan Bayda and 
Chad LaRose each had a 
goal for the Hurricanes. 

Carolina will host Game 
4 tomorrow. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



MLB Blue Jays win 10 th 


Toronto Blue Jays Marco Scutaro, Aaron Hill and Vernon Wells 
celebrate their 1-0 win against the Oakland A's yesterday. Two 
weeks into the Major League Baseball season, the Jays sit atop 
the American League East with a 10-4 record. 


Sixers stun Magic in playoff opener 



Matt Harpring of the Jazz guards Lamar Odom yesterday. 


NBA 

2009 Playoffs 


Andre Iguodala’s fadeaway 
jumper from the top of the 
key over the outstretched 
arms of Hedo Turkoglu 
with 2.2 seconds left in 
regulation proved to be the 
game-winner, as the 
Philadelphia 76ers over¬ 
came an 18-point second- 
half deficit to take Game 1 
of their Eastern Confer¬ 
ence quarterfinal series, 
100-98, against the Orlan¬ 
do Magic. 

The sixth-seeded Sixers 
made 5-of-7 from three- 
point range in the fourth 
quarter, including a 3-of-4 
effort by veteran Donyell 
Marshall. Lou Williams 
scored eight of his 18 in 
the final stanza, which the 
visitors won, 35-19. 

Iguodala finished with 
20 points and eight re¬ 
bounds, and did a tremen¬ 
dous job containing 
Turkoglu, who went 2-for-8 
from the field for six 
points and missed a game¬ 
winning three at the 


buzzer for the Southeast 
Division champs. 

L.A. LAKERS 113 , JAZZ 100 

Kobe Biyant scored 24 
points and dished out 
eight assists, and the Los 
Angeles Lakers led by dou¬ 
ble digits for a majority of 
their 113-100 victoiy over 
the Utah Jazz in Game 1 of 
their Western Conference 
quarterfinal series. 

Biyant moved into third 
all-time on the Lakers’ all- 
time postseason scoring 
list and ninth overall with 
3,710 points, passing Mag¬ 
ic Johnson. Trevor Ariza 


added a playoff career-high 
21 points, while Pau Gasol 
contributed 20 points, 
nine rebounds and four 
blocks for Los Angeles. 

“We have to keep (Utah) 
off the free throw line,” 
Bryant said. “In the second 
half, they were aggressive. 
Eveiy game is a big game. 
We’re happy to be healthy 
at this juncture.” 

This marks the second 
straight season these two 
teams have met in the 
playoffs. The Lakers defeat¬ 
ed the Jazz in six games in 
the Western semis and 
have now beaten Utah six 


straight times at Staples 
Center, playoffs and regu¬ 
lar season. 

HAWKS 90, HEAT 64 

Josh Smith scored 23 
points and grabbed 10 re¬ 
bounds to lead the fourth- 
seeded Atlanta Hawks in a 
90-64 rout of the Miami 
Heat in Game 1 of their 
Eastern Conference quar¬ 
terfinal series. 

Joe Johnson added 15 
points and A1 Horford 14 
with nine boards for the 
Hawks. 

Dwyane Wade totaled a 
team-best 19 points, but al¬ 
so committed eight 
turnovers for Miami, 
which set a franchise-low 
for points scored in a post¬ 
season tilt. Michael Beasley 
tallied a double-double 
with 10 points and 10 
boards in the setback. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Fora recap of 
Hornets/Nuggets 
game, visit 

metronews.ca 
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O'REGAN'S ON ROBIE 

TOTAL 

PAClKAtili! 

EVKNT 

NO CHARGE MAINTENANCE 
+ 


FREE 
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FREE (((XM))) RADIO 
+ 

5 YEAR /160,000 KM WARRANTY 

* *«5* 

Biweekly 
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SECT'S ON ROBIE 
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CHEVROLET 

CADILLAC 


2477 ROBIE STREET • HALIFAX • 422-8551 
WWW.OREGANSCHEVROLET.COM 


*Plus freight and taxes. Up to 5 years no charge maintenance on 
Aveo and Cobalt, free onStar for 2 years and Free XM radio for 2 
years if equipped. See O’Regan’s on Robie for details. 


Monday, April 20,2009 
Senior baseball back 

The Nova Scotia Senior Baseball League announced its schedule on Friday, and the 
2009 season opens on May 22 . All five teams from last year are back, metro Halifax 


Huge first win for Grant 

Cole Harbour fighter takes UFC debut in split decision 




TJ. Grant has Ryo Chonan on the mat Saturday in an Ultimate Fighting Championship match. 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(ametronews.ca 


T.J. Grant has won plenty 
of fights in his mixed mar¬ 
tial arts career, but Satur¬ 
day night's was his 
biggest yet. 

The Cole Harbour native 
passed his first test on the 
Ultimate Fighting Champi¬ 
onship circuit, earning a de¬ 
but victoiy over Ryo Cho¬ 
nan in a welterweight bout 
on the undercard of UFC 97 
at a sold-out Bell Centre in 
Montreal. 

The split-decision win 
(30-27, 28-29, 29-28 on 
scorecards) improved 
Grant’s career record to 14- 
2 . 

“I didn’t train all this 
while to get here and lose,” 
said Grant, who got his 
start in the sport in the in¬ 
augural Extreme Cage Com¬ 
bat event in Halifax in 2006. 
“I want to stay here, I want 
to fight in UFC, and it’s 
huge for me to get a win.” 

Although Grant signed a 
four-fight contract in Janu¬ 
ary, there is little security 
— UFC can drop a fighter 
after any loss. For the first 
Nova Scotian (raised and 
trained) in UFC, a victoiy 
was a critical step toward 
showing he belongs. 

Chonan, now 15-10, was 
making his fourth UFC ap¬ 
pearance. 

“I think I was able to win 
the begirmings and ends of 
most rounds,” Grant said. 
“That’s what did it for me. I 
finished strong every rormd 


and I think that won me 
the decision.” 

Grant admitted to being 
nervous before the fight, 
but credited his experience 
in three TKO events at Bell 
Centre for helping him stay 
calm when he stepped in 
front of 20,000 fans. 

“There aren’t as many 
people (for TKO fights) but 
the setup’s the same, the 


lights are the same, the mu¬ 
sic’s the same, so I think it 
helped me,” Grant said. 
“But honestly, it just hap¬ 
pened so fast. I just got in 
there and did my thing. 

“When it’s go time, it’s go 
time.” 

Grant is vacationing to 
the Dominican Republic in 
May but expects to hear 
from UFC soon. 


“I could have to fight on 
three weeks notice, you 
never know,” Grant said. “I 
have to be ready at all 
times.” 

jason MacDonald, a Red 
Deer, Alta., resident origi¬ 
nally from New Glasgow, 
lost by technical knockout 
to Nate Quarry at 2:27 of 
the first round in another 
UFC 97 bout. 


Dartmouth 
runner in Boston 

BOSTON MARATHON 

Dartmouth native Denise 
Robson will vie for the 
top women’s masters 
time at the Boston 
Marathon today. 

Robson, who shattered 
Canada’s 40-and-older 
women’s marathon 
record last November, 
will be one of more than 
100 Nova Scotians partici¬ 
pating in the 113th annu¬ 
al event. 

The 40-year-old was 
11th among women at 
last year’s Boston 
Marathon with a time of 
2:45:54. That’s well under 
the 2:47:17 that was the 
top masters time last 
year. 

Halifax’s Rami 
Bardeesy, who was 69th 
overall last year, Enfield’s 
Harry Neynens and two- 
time reigning Blue Nose 
Marathon champ Leah 
jabbour are among the 
other entrants. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Flart named interim 
national team coach 



MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuestca metronews.ca 


SOCCER Halifax’s Stephen 
Hart will be back on 
the sidelines as head 
coach of the Canadi¬ 
an men’s soccer 
team. 

The Canadian Soc¬ 
cer Association an¬ 
nounced Friday that 
Hart will serve as in¬ 
terim coach for the Stephen 
rest of the 2009 sea¬ 
son. He replaces Dale 
Mitchell, who was fired in 
March. Hart, a native of 
Trinidad and Tobago who 
moved to Halifax nearly 30 
years ago, will lead Canada 
to the CONCACAF Gold Cup 
in early July. Things get 
started with a friendly 
match in Lamaca against 
Cyprus on May 30. It’s not 
clear if the interim gig 


could become permanent. 

“It’s quite sudden ... The 
first task at hand is to get on 
with the C 5 q)rus game and 
try to put something to¬ 
gether for the Gold 
Cup,” Hart told 
Metro’s It’s Called 
Football show. 

“To be honest, I 
haven’t thought 
about anjfthing be¬ 
yond that.” 

This is Hart’s sec¬ 
ond tour of duty as 
head coach of the na¬ 
tional team. 

The 49-year-old also had 
the job on an interim basis 
in 2007 when Canada lost 
in the semifinals at the Gold 
Cup. Most recently he was 
the CSA’s technical director. 


Hart 



Sports in brief 


QMJHLlhe Drummondville 
Voltigeurs grabbed a 2-0 lead 
over the Rimouski Oceanic in 
the Quebec Major Junior Flock- 
ey League's best-of-seven semi¬ 
finals on the weekend. The 
host Voltigeurs won 4-3 yester¬ 
day after an 8-1 thumping on 
Friday night at Marcel Dionne 
Centre. The other semifinal be¬ 
tween the Shawinigan 
Cataractes and Quebec 
Remparts is deadlocked at one 
game apiece. The Cataractes 
bounced back from a 4-2 loss 
on Friday with a 4-3 road win 
on Saturday at Pepsi Colisee. 

RAINMEN Halifax Rainmen for¬ 
ward A.J. Million has been 
named Premier Basketball 
League newcomer of the year. 
Million, a second-team all-star, 
played the final nine games of 
the season with the Rainmen 
after starting the year with the 
Augusta Groove. He led the 
PBL with 24.7 points per game. 
The Rainmen hope to bring the 
six-foot-eight forward back 
next season. 
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Metro Workology exclusive: Paws and Claws 

Be sure to read Workology and Metronews.ca/work for our pet industry feature series Paws and Claws. 

Seen here is Lincoln, the two-year-old Black Lab mix, submitted by a loyal Metro reader. 


metro 
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Workology 

Colleges get new websites 

North Island College and the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design 
recently unveiled new homepages. NIC’s website touts how 
students taking university studies at the college will pay half of the 
cost of a comparable education at urban universities. The easy-to- 
navigate site features news, events, and links to a photo gallery. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 

EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^METRONEWS.CA 



Never underestimate police dogs: Officer 


Paws and 

Claws 


JONTATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


Dutch bursts out of the 
police truck with his teeth 
ripped back in a vicious 
snarl. The German Shep¬ 
herd's blood's up and pity 
anything that gets 
between him and the 
crook. Anything but the 
slobbery toy Const. Paul 
Jessen holds out, instantly 
turning the fierce beast 
into a puppy. 

Jessen got Dutch when 
he was 11 months old, and 
the dog already had a chip 
on his shoulder. That’s 
part of what makes the 85- 
pound K-9 cop such a valu¬ 
able partner. 

“They do have that ag¬ 
gressive streak when you 
need it. There are times 
when you have to arrest 
somebody and they’re not 
about to be arrested,” the 
Halifax Regional Police 
cop explains. 

Jessen’s been with the 
police for 21 years and in 
the K-9 unit for 13. He’s on 
his third dog, and he’s 
seen them sniff out some 
well-hidden bad guys. 

Jessen and his dog once 
arrived late on the scene 
of a stolen van. The 
thieves had ditched the 
vehicle and fled on foot. 

“It was a parking lot, 
which is more difficult for 
the dogs because the hard 
surface doesn’t retain the 
scent as well as grass or 
woods,” he says. “He went 



lany police dogs are German Shepherds. Const. Paul Jessen, a K-l 

9 officer, says most police dogs work for about eight years before 
they go into retirement. 


right to a dumpster a half 
kilometre away. We 
looked inside and sure 
enough, they were inside. 
It was a mother and son 
team.” 

Most criminals underes¬ 
timate the dog’s nose, 
which can track down ex¬ 
plosives, narcotics and evi¬ 
dence, as well as people. 

“A lot of people are very 
surprised. They’re not ex¬ 
pecting to be caught,” he 
says. “They are German 
Shepherds and they do 
have huge teeth.” 

Cops and canines work 
and live together. Dutch’s 
insulated dog house is in 
Jessen’s backyard, so he 
quickly adjusts to the 
weather. He’s about 
halfway through his eight- 
year working life. 


“Then, they start show¬ 
ing their age. The work is 
fairly punishing for them. 
It’s punishing for us, too,” 
Jessen says. In retirement, 
the dogs often become 
pure pets for the handlers, 
or they find another home 
for them. 

Not all are as ill-tem¬ 
pered as Dutch. Jessen 
took his retired German 
Shepherd to visit his 
three-year-old nephew. 
“He was all over him, and 
he doesn’t care at all. I 
wouldn’t do that with 
(Dutch). He’s got personal 
space issues.” 


For more of the Paws 
and Claws exclusive 
series check Workology 
frequently or stop by: 

metronews.ca/work 


Best friends 

Metro would like thank 
everyone who has sent in a 
picture of their pet, we'll try 
to publish as many as we 
can throughout the month 
of April. 



Here’s (another) Sophie hav¬ 
ing fun in the sun. 


Now Hiring 


Work for an Award Winning Canadian 
Call Center That Support Canadian Clients 

OLS, AN Inbound Call Center Located in Burnside 
IS Looking for Friendly & Outgoing People 

Great Atmoshphere Competitive Wages 
Full Benefits Advancement Opportunites 

Start your New Career Today 


OLS 

ON-LINE SUPPORT 


Inquire about our new exciting and 

UNIQUE REWARD & RECOGNITION PROGRAM 



481-2589 


.oisjobs. 


HIGHER SKILLS. 
HIGHER PAY. 
HIGHER LIFE. 





'Are you controlling your 
professional destiny? 
Consider CGA. 

• flexible course schedule • work towards your MBA 
► for business students & professionals • apply today! 


Certified General Accountants 
Association of Nova Scotia 


425-4923 www.cga-online.org/ns ^ 


JOIN A REWARDING CAREER. 

BECOME A CONTINUING CARE ASSISTANT. 


The Centre for Health Studies delivers industry leading training to prepare students for a rewarding and 
in-demand career as a Continuing Care Assistant (CCA). We work with employers across the region to 
ensure our students' training is relevant to the industry and to fill employers' needs for highly qualified CCAs, 


HEALTH,STUDIES r 


CENTRE FOR 


Call or visit us today to: 


► Learn more about our 32 week CCA program 

* Hear about the Centre's $100,000 bursary program 

► Discover opportunities for guaranteed employment 


Tel: 902.429.7373 

Email: info@techealthstudies.net 
1577 Barrington Street, Halifax 

A Division of TEC The Education Centre Inc. 
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Metro Workology exclusive: Paws and Claws 

Be sure to read Workology and Metronews.ca/work for our pet industry feature series Paws and Claws. 
Seen here is Watson, the two-year-old Rhodesian Ridgeback, submitted by a loyal Metro reader. 


Talking your way into a new career 


little makeup. That’s be¬ 
cause she feels great about 
herself and her job. But al¬ 
so, as a full-time Avon 
salesperson, it doesn’t hurt 
to use the products you 
sell. 

Three years ago, she was 
doing something com¬ 



The Prince Geoi^e Hotel is currently recruiting for the following positions: 

RESERVATIONS SALES AGENT | FRONT DESK | SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR | SECURITY 
CONCIERGE I ROOM ATTENDANT [ MAINTENANCE | CATERING SERVER | HOUSEPERSON 


Submit your resume in person and meet a member of our recruiting team: 

THIS TUESDAY, APRIL 21 st, 3 TO 6 PM, REGENCY ROOM 1, 1725 MARKET STREET 


princegeorgehotel.com 


OddJobSj 



I I oily Perreault 
used to pull her 
- hair into a pony¬ 
tail, wash her 
I face and go in 
the morning. 

Now, the 42-year-old 
from Windsor, Ont., always 
dons a smart outfit and a 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
PEOPLE WITH DRIVE. 


O’Regan’s Toyota is seeking 

LICENSED TECHNICIANS 
AND APPRENTICES 



This is your opportunity to join one of Atiantic Canada's most 
progressive automotive service organizations. Our faciiities are fuiiy 
equipped with: 

• Air conditioned bays • Extensive training opportunities 

• State of the art technoiogy • RRSP benefit program 
and equipment 

The successfui candidates shouid have a strong awareness of 
quaiity controi, customer service and a proven track record. 
Candidates shouid be weii organized and systematic, possessing a 
good work ethic and a positive attitude. 


We offer an exceiient opportunity for candidates desirous of 
producing good hours and iooking for a soiid benefit package in a 
progressive service department. 

Apply online at: www.oregans.com 
Or fax your resume to: (902) 464-9560 


Ethics 

AWARDS 

WINNER 


® TOYOTA 


DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


pletely different. She ran a 
home daycare and kept 
busy with that and her 
three daughters, the 
youngest of which is now 
six. 

A girlfriend who sold 
Avon suggested Perreault 
give it a try. Perreault 
agreed — eager to get 
some free stuff and make a 
little cash. 

In that first year, she did 
well selling to family and 
friends and made it into 
the company’s President’s 
Club. After the awards ban¬ 
quet, her manager took 
her out for lunch. 

“What do you want to do 
with this?” she asked. 
Knowing her youngest was 
about to enter grade one, 
and loving both the prod¬ 
ucts and the endless 
chance to interact with 
people, Perreault had her 
answer. She cleared two 
days each week to go out 
and train with her manag¬ 
er. 

Last September, she shut 
down her home daycare 
and got to work recruiting 
both customers and Avon 
salespeople to work under 
her. Today, she has a team 
of a hundred salespeople, 
a good-sized roster of 
clients who order from 
Avon regularly and has 
been promoted to execu¬ 
tive unit leader. 

“A t 5 q)ical day for me is 
talking, and talking,” Per¬ 
reault says. She often 
meets with team members 
to discuss business strate¬ 
gies, and she and other 
representatives attend fre¬ 
quent training sessions 
and workshops held by 



Avon representative Holly Perreault says its not a bad idea to 
wear the products you are trying to sell. 


Avon. They also go door to 
door. 

And while she’s out do¬ 
ing everjThing from shop¬ 
ping at the mall to attend¬ 
ing one of her daughter’s 
soccer games, she’s con¬ 
stantly talking to people. 

“My goal every time I go 
out is to find a new cus¬ 
tomer or to find a new rep 
that would like to join 
Avon.” 

At first, it was tough for 
her to ring doorbells and 
talk to strangers all the 
time. But practice, her love 
of people, and her psychol¬ 
ogy degree all helped. As 
does the business skills she 
learned managing restau¬ 
rants, which she did before 
her eldest daughter, now 
15, was born. 

In fact, most of her past 
experience has led up this 
job, she sees in retrospect. 


The Lowdown 


Job title: Avon representative 
Salary: About $ 50,000 a year 
Education/Training: One-on- 
one help, workshops and 
courses offered by Avon and 
its staff. 

Best part of the job: "Know¬ 
ing I’m helping somebody 
else make or save money. 

And having three daughters, 
showing them that if you 
work hard, you can get 
rewarded for it." 

Worst part of the job: "Not hav¬ 
ing enough hours in the day." 

“I never in a million 
years imaged when I start¬ 
ed out and sold a few mas¬ 
caras that it would become 
my full time career.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She's now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 



The average age 
of a construction 
employee today 
is 45. 

You gonna let 
them have all 
the fun? 


There is plenty of room in the field for new, young workers. Be part of the high demand 
for formworkers and scaffolders in Atlantic Canada. 

We can help prepare you for a future in construction. Now is the time to get trained in: 

• Formwork, building scaffolding • Drywall 

• Forklift • Carpentry Work Skills Development 

• Journeyperson Upgrade Courses • and more! 



MTC 


Providing practical, responsive training in current & emerging trade 

1000 Sackville Drive, Lower Sackville cmtc-tradescollege.ca 


WWW.OREGANS.COM 


For more upcoming courses call 454-5100 ext 26 • Classes start May 18 
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II Divo singer engaged 

David Miller, the only American singer in the international opera group II Divo, is getting engaged. Miller, 36, proposed to his girlfriend, Sarah Joy Kabanuck, 
an opera singer and theatre actress who starred in Baz Luhrmann's La Boheme on Broadway. They have been dating for six years, usmacazine.com 
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Andy hitched 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISK^METRONEWS.CA 




Tennis player Andy Roddick is 
officially off the market. The 
athlete, 26 , wed his longtime 
girlfriend, Sports Illustrated 
model Brooklyn Decker, 21 , on 
Friday. usmacazine.com 


Northern exposure 

Comedian Lewis Black crosses country on Dual Citizenship Tour 



da,” he relents. “I’ve always 
wanted to do (it) and now I 
have the opportunity. I can 
actually spend time here 
and see the inner-workings; 
the real elements.” 

To that extent, Black ad¬ 
mits that he is striving to 
stay as far away from the 
t 5 ^ical Canucks-versus- 
Americans train of humour, 
feeling it worn out; over¬ 
used. But he’s not eliminat¬ 
ing it entirely, expecting 
that his limited understand¬ 
ing of Canada will most 
likely become comedic fuel 
during the show’s run. 

“Hopefully I’ll come out 
with 20 minutes of material 
about Canada. I can b—h 
about Stephen Harper to 
you guys when I’m hosting 
Just For Laughs this year. 
At this point, the tour 
doesn’t really cater to 
(Canadians) other than 
(my) apologizing for be¬ 
ing American. I don’t 
think there’s a need. 
You guys have being 
Canadian shoved in 
your face. You don’t 
need me doing it. 
You’re always sucking 
that exhaust. 


KEITH CARMAN 

for Metro Canada 


'1t always makes sense to 
come to a new territory 
during a complete 
economic catastrophe,” 
quips Lewis Black about 
traipsing Canada during 
one of the greatest finan¬ 
cial strains since the Great 
Depression. 

Best known for his Back 
In Black short features on 
The Daily Show With Jon 
Stewart, which take a criti¬ 
cal viewpoint of society, 60 
year-old observational co¬ 
median Lewis Black brings 
his one-man stand-up act. 
The Dual Citizen¬ 
ship Tour, 
across 
Canada this 
month. 

As is typi¬ 
cal of Black, 
there’s always 
a shroud of mys¬ 
tery surrounding 
his intent. He 
hides behind 

drolleiy while dis¬ 
cussing the tour’s title, stat¬ 
ing that despite his adora¬ 


Lewis Black 


tion for the U.S., the politi¬ 
cal clarity which drives his 
humour forces him to make 
alternate living arrange¬ 
ments. The moniker is an 
imploration for Canucks to 
welcome him into our fami¬ 
ly- 

“I called it The Dual Citi¬ 
zenship Tour because I’m 
making an appeal to you to 
please stay independent,” 
he continues. “I may be 
coming up here and some¬ 
one’s gonna have to keep 
me in their house. Canada 
is my escape route and 
this tour is my final ap¬ 
peal. I’m tiying to ce¬ 
ment the 
rela- 
tion- 


ment, the U.S. could go up 
in smoke so my hope is that 
you’ll take me just in case.” 

In all reahty though, the 
12-date tour is the result of 
increased popularity due to 
his Daily Show stint. Black 
wasn’t about to shrug off 
his first real chance to see 
The Great White North in 
its entirety. 
“The at¬ 
traction 
is really 
want¬ 
ing to 
do that 
drive 


Cana- 


Over the top action 


Crank; High Voltage 

Directors: Mark Neveldine 
and Brian Taylor _ 

Stars: Jason Statham 
Classification: 18A _ _ 

Rating: 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Crank: High Voltage is dis¬ 
gusting, disposable, 
disorienting, inhuman and 
infantile... and those are 
its good points. 

Immediately picking up 
where the attention deficit 
friendly adventures of the 
first instalment left off, 
brutish British action hero 
Jason Statham returns as 
seemingly superhuman un¬ 
derworld anti-hero Chev 
Chellios, who, after surviv¬ 
ing an impossible fall from 
a helicopter, has his heart 
removed by Triad organ 
thieves and replaced by a 
bionic one. 

In order for Chev to beat 
the clock — again — and re¬ 
trieve his resilient ticker, he 
has to keep his body con¬ 
stantly pulsing with elec¬ 
tricity, a gimmicky plot de¬ 
vice that unleashes scene af¬ 
ter scene of finger-in-socket 
silliness. 



Jason Statham returns as a 
thug in Crank: High Voltage 


Crank is a non-stop, over 
the top orgy of violence, 
sex, misogyny, racism and 
general bad taste. 

But for all its sound and 
fiiiy, it feels safe: An over 
stylized, faux-hip descent 
into cartoonish, music 
video informed depravity. 

Red Bull junkies, gamers, 
12-year-old boys and easily 
bored morons might love 
eveiy inch of this fast for¬ 
ward, ultra-bloody time 
waster but by the time 
Statham turns into a jut- 
jawed, power plant level¬ 
ling Godzilla-esque monster 
even they might be an¬ 
noyed by directors Mark 
Neveldine and Brian Tay¬ 
lor’s grab bag lunacy and 
pretentious self awareness. 




Want to learn more? 

Executive Council Office 

One Government Place, 6th Floor 
1700 Granville Street 
PO Box 2125 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3B7 
Fax: (902) 424-0667 
Phone: (902) 424-4877 
Toll Free: 1-866-206-6844 
E-mail: execounc@gov.ns.ca 
www.gov.ns.ca/exec_council/abc 




Nomsc 


We’re Making a Difference... 


So Can You. 


By serving on one of Nova Scotia’s advisory and decision making non-adjudicative agencies, boards and 
commissions you can play a vital role in the administration of government. 


There are hundreds of opportunities. 


LtoR.Tina Battcock, Waterfront Develop merit Corporation Limited; Steven MacPherson, Mini mum Wage Review Committee; Hoi ly Meuse, Counci I on Mi’Kmaq Education. 


The government of Nova Scotia has an Employment Equity Policy and welcomes applications from Aboriginal People, African Nova Scotians and Other Racially Visible 
People, Persons with Disabilities and Women. If you are a member of one of the equity groups, you are encouraged to self-identify on your covering letter or resume. 
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Baby boy for Paisleys 

Country singer Brad Paisley and his wife, According to Jim star Kimberly Williams-Paisley, left, 
welcomed a son Friday, their reps confirm to usmagazine.com. metro news services 


Here comes Lady Love 



Original Destiny's Child member LeToya Luckett is set to 
release her new album Lady Love this summer. 


Trial underway for 
alleged Tyra stalker 


LeToya Luckett, an original 
member of Destiny’s Child, 
didn’t expect to wait three 
years between solo 
albums. 

After she released her 
first record, EMI an¬ 
nounced that Capitol and 
Virgin would merge into 
the Capitol Music Group. 
In the midst of the re¬ 
structuring, the group’s 
executive vice president 
of urban music, Ronnie 
Johnson, died of a heart 
attack. 

“When you get caught up 
in a merger and then lose 
someone who was so in¬ 
volved in your project, 
there’s nothing you can 
do,” says LeToya, who uses 
only her first name profes¬ 
sionally. 

As she waited, she fo¬ 
cused on figuring out some 
things about love, relation¬ 
ships and her personal 
growth as a woman, 
singer-songwriter and en¬ 
trepreneur. Those life les¬ 
sons are reflected in the 
songs on Lady Love. The al¬ 
bum is slated for release 
June 23. 

LeToya established her 
solo status with a 2006 self- 


titled album. Debuting at 
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 
and Top R&B/Hip-Hop Al¬ 
bums charts with 165,000 
copies, the set has since 


sold 529,000, according to 
Nielsen SoundScan. The 
lead single. Torn, peaked at 
No. 2 on Hot R&B/Hip-Hop 
Songs. 


wanted to be 
freer, more daring 
vocally and lyrically 
to reflect the 
situations Tve 
experienced/’ 

LeToya Luckett on her 
upcoming album 

The second time around, 
the Houston native says she 
wanted to write songs with 
a more fun, upbeat and edgy 
attitude. 

“The first album was 
more about getting adjusted 
to being solo and finding my 
lane,” LeToya says. 

“It’s still about soulful, 
feel-good music. However, I 
didn’t want to be stuck in a 
comfort zone. I wanted to 
be freer, more daring vocal¬ 
ly and lyrically to reflect the 
situations I’ve experienced.” 

The lead single. Not Any¬ 
more, picks up from where 
Torn left off as LeToya 
sings about kicking a 
cheating boyfriend to the 
curb. Another ballad. Re¬ 
gret, is being groomed as 
the second single, reuters 


The man charged with 
stalking former supermod¬ 
el Tyra Banks went on trial 
Friday, with prosecutors 
saying he terrified the 
America’s Next Top Model 
host by sending her pack¬ 
ages and threatening her 
assistant. 

Brady Green, 39, was ar¬ 
rested last March after he 
appeared twice at the Man¬ 
hattan studio where her 
chat show. The T 5 ^a Banks 
Show, is filmed. 

Green repeatedly con¬ 
tacted the show, sent 
Banks flowers with the 
note “When I see you, I 
love you,” and threatened 
to slit the throat of her as¬ 
sistant, causing Banks to 
“fear for her physical 
health and safety,” prose¬ 
cutor Shawn McMahon 
said in opening arguments 
in New York State 
Supreme Gourt. 

“His actions made him a 
stalker — not a fan, but a 
stalker,” McMahon said. 

But Green’s defence at¬ 
torney, Sydney O’Hagen, 
portrayed Green as a harm¬ 
less fan and said Banks 


Tyra Banks ing an im¬ 
age of ap- 

proachability. 

“She invites fans who 
are inspired by her shows 
to reach out to her,” O’Ha¬ 
gen said. 

“She repeatedly present¬ 
ed herself as someone her 
fans can relate to.” 

Green was “an inspired 
fan, not a deranged fan, 
not a stalker,” O’Hagen 
said, adding that her client 
only wanted to attend a 
taping of the show and 
perhaps meet Banks. 

Green has pleaded not 
guilty to the misdemeanor 
stalking and harassment 
charges. He faces a maxi¬ 
mum of 90 days in jail if 
convicted in the trial, 
which resumes in Manhat¬ 
tan on April 27. 

Banks is expected to be 
called as a witness, reuters 



Black 

Snow 

A NOVEL OF THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION 



® Blu-ray Player 
« Peace Arch Blu-ray 
library including: 

-JCVD 

- In The Name of The King 

- The Tudors-Seasons i& 2! 


Jean-Claude Van Damme 
available on Blu-ray and 
DVD April 28 th 

“He deserves not a black belt, but an Oscar.” 

- TIME Magazine 


ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


metronews.ca 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to Canadian residents of 
legal age. Contest closes April 30, 2009. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. 
For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca 
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Hype over new Harry Potter 

Hogwarts hysteria is growing following the release of a new trailer for Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince late last 
week. Fans will have to wait another three months to see the film, which will open in July, ananova.com 
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Darfiir’s past offers answers 



Saviors and 

Survivors 

Author; Mahmood Mamdani 
Publisher; Pantheon Books 
Price; $32 (Hardcover) 

By definition, can the war- 
tom situation in Darfur, Su¬ 
dan be considered geno¬ 
cide? Mahmood Mamdani 
says no. The Ugandan-bom 
Columbia University profes¬ 
sor of anthropology and po¬ 
litical science states his case 
for Sudan in his book Sav¬ 
iors and Survivors. The book 
explores the region’s history 
to understand present vio¬ 
lence in the country. From 
infighting in Darfur’s 1980s 
civil war to attempted 
British tribalisation in the 
region. Saviors and Sur¬ 
vivors examines how sever¬ 
al domestic and internation¬ 
al players became involved 
in the conflict, and how Su¬ 
dan landed in the path of 
the American-initiated War 
on Terror. 



MICHAEL PALMER 

fHETECOND 

^OPINION^ 

L_ 


Paths of Glory The Second Opinion 

Author; Jeffrey Archer _ Author; Michael Palmer _ 

Publisher; St. Martin’s Press Publisher; St. Martin’s Press 

Price; $30.95 (Hardcover) Price; $17-95 (Paperback) 


Seventy-five years after 
George Mallory took the 
trek to become the first per¬ 
son to ascend Moimt Ever¬ 
est, his re¬ 
mains were fi¬ 
nally found. 

Back in 1924, 
the man disappeared while 
trying to reach the summit, 
leaving people eager to 
know whether he’d actually 
completed his mission. In 
Jeffrey Archer’s Paths of Glo¬ 
ry, the author uses the tme 
story as a basis for his fic¬ 
tional tale of curiosity. By re¬ 
calling Mallory’s early life, 
through marriage, the birth 
of his child and fighting in 
the First World War, Archer 
builds a case to allow read¬ 
ers to decide if Mallory real¬ 
ly deserves commendation 
for his climb. 


Dr. Thea Sperelakis has 
made her mark on the 
Boston medical industiy by 
championing the defense¬ 
less. Bothered 
by self-cen¬ 
tered social 
practices and 
conflict at work, she dodges 
the finance-focused hospital 
to join Doctors Without 
Borders in the Gongo. But 
she’s forced to return when 
she learns Petros, her physi¬ 
cian dad, has been hurt in a 
hit-and-mn accident. Thea 
fights her siblings to keep 
her father living, when 
they’d prefer him to remain 
untreated. But when Petros’ 
“accident” turns into a po¬ 
tential crime, Thea has a lot 
more to discover. 

BRIAN COULTON/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 
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Tyler enlists in Rock 'n' Roll Camp 



Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler will be one among 20 counselors tak¬ 
ing part in this year's Rock 'n' Roll Fantasy Camp in Hollywood. 


Recovered from a recent 
bout of pneumonia, Aero¬ 
smith’s Steven Tyler is 
ready to infect the upcom¬ 
ing Rock *n’ Roll Fantasy 
Camp in Los Angeles with 
some wisdom gleaned 
from nearly 40 years of 
recording and touring. 

“I’ve not done an54:hing 
like this before. I’m expect¬ 
ing just a whole lot of fun,” 
Tyler told Billboard.com. 

The singer won’t be fo¬ 
cusing on formal lesson 
plans. “I think they’ll find 
it veiy interesting when I 
tell them that it’s not really 
necessarily about practic¬ 
ing and hitting all your 
notes,” said Tyler, whose fa¬ 
ther, classical musician Vic 
Tallarico, studied at the Jul- 
liard School in New York. 
“I don’t think it’s about 
that at all. I think it’s all 
about finding a passion, a 
way of singing something 
in a way that nobody has 
ever done it before. It’s 
about a feeling and getting 
that across to people. 
That’s what I’ll be tiying to 
tell them.” 

Tyler will be among 20 
counselors taking part in 
the camp, which runs 
April 29 through May 3 in 
Holl 5 ^ood. He’ll join pre¬ 
viously announced celebri¬ 


ties such as Duff McKagan, 
Todd Rundgren, Yes drum¬ 
mer Alan White, former 
Toto guitarist Steve 
Lukather, ex-Gars guitarist 
Elliott Easton and produc¬ 
er-songwriter Mark Hud¬ 
son (Aerosmith, Ringo 
Starr). 

Gamp organizers recent¬ 
ly added three more men¬ 
tors: keyboardist Rami Jaf- 
fee (Wallflowers, Foo Fight¬ 
ers), original Ghicago 
drummer Danny Seraphine 
and Vixen bassist Share 
Ross. 

The camp will provide a 
bit of recreational respite 
for Tyler before prepara¬ 
tion begins for Aerosmith’s 


summer tour, which kicks 
off June 10 in St. Louis and 
adds ZZ Top to the bill on 
the third date. 

“It’s the weird to the 
beard,” Tyler enthused. 
“It’ll be the most bad-ass 
rock ’n’ roll you’ve ever 
heard in your life.” 

He’s working on songs 
for Aerosmith’s next al¬ 
bum, the group’s first since 
2004’s Honkin’ on Bobo. 
The project has been de¬ 
layed by Tyler and guitarist 
Joe Perry’s health issues, 
but Tyler said it’s still “pret¬ 
ty far along. Stuff is sound¬ 
ing great. I can’t wait to get 
back to it and really make 

it cook.” REUTERS 
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An Audience 
With Neil Diamond 

With sales of 115 million re¬ 
cords, Neil Diamond is ranked 
third on the list of the most suc¬ 
cessful artists ever. In this new 
special, he holds forth on his life 
and career before an audience 
that includes Tim Rice, Dame 
Judi Dench and Alison Stead¬ 
man, among others, before 
launching into his greatest hits 
along with songs from the 2008 
album “Home Before Dark.” 

10 PM on BRAVO 



Daily Planet 

Earth Day is this week, and the 
science news show takes the op¬ 
portunity to share ideas and de¬ 
velopments aimed at helping the 
environment. A four-part series 
on going off the grid is a highlight 
of “Green Week,” which also 
features reports on a human- 
powered car, solar cooking and 
some unique uses for recycled 
plastic bottles. Jay Ingram and 
Ziya Tong host. 10 AM on DISC 

Medium 

Allison’s (Patricia Arquette) 
dreams become a terrifying real¬ 
ity when she comes face to face 
with her stalker, Lucas Harvey, 
who is convinced God wants 
him to put an end to her psychic 
work. After his first, unsuccessful 
attack, Allison and her family are 
confined to their home under po¬ 
lice supervision until Harvey can 
be caught in the new episode 
“The Devil Inside, Part One.” 11 
PM on NBC 



For April 17**’ 

j Classified - Anybody 
f Listening 

Flo Rida - Sugar 

Lady Gaga - Lovegame 

j Karl Wolf Ft Culture-Africa 

I Souija Boy Ft Sammie - 
v Kiss Me Thru The Phone 
I Britney Spears - If U 
* Seek Amy 

[ Black Eyed Peas - Boom 
\ Boom Pow 

Flo Rida - Right Round 
30HI3 - Don't Trust Me 
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If singledom ain't broke: Matthew 

Perpetual Hollywood bachelor Matthew McConaughey says that when it comes to marriage, why fix it if it ain't broke? "It's just 
not something I plan on doing right now, and that I feel like I need to do right now," said the 39-year-old actor, people.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Amy feels ^Ultimate Betrayal* 


RELATIONSHIP Singer Amy 
Winehouse has reportedly 
penned a new track called 
the Ultimate Betrayal fol¬ 
lowing claims her es¬ 
tranged husband is expect¬ 
ing a child with another 
woman, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

Mother-of-two Gilleen 
Morris told a British news¬ 
paper last weekend that 
she is six weeks pregnant 
with Blake Fielder-Civil’s 
baby. 

Winehouse was report¬ 
edly heartbroken by the 


news — and has written an 
emotional song about her 
turbulent relationship 
with Fielder-Civil while 
working on a new album 
in St. Lucia, according to 
British newspaper The 
Sun. 

A source tells the publi¬ 
cation, “Amy still felt they 
had something between 
them and that one day 
they’d be together again. 

“But this news destroyed 
her. She sat down with her 
guitar and started writing 
the Ultimate Betrayal. She 



keeps repeating the 
line: Blake a baby, 
no, no, no. It’s very 
haunting.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Tom calls in air 
support for Suri 


Britney threatened by 


Madge’s 

PEOPLE Madonna suffered 
“minor injuries and bruis¬ 
es” Saturday while horse¬ 
back riding in New York’s 
Hamptons, her publicist 
has announced, 

people.com reports. 

On Saturday evening, Liz 
Rosenberg said 
that the 50-year- 
old had been re¬ 
leased from 
Southampton 
Hospital after 
she was thrown 
off a horse that 
was startled by 
paparazzi. 

Rosenberg 
said the pho¬ 
tographers 
had jumped 


accident 

out of the bushes to snap 
Madonna, who was visiting 
friends on Eastern Long Is¬ 
land. Further medical tests 
are to be conducted, and 
doctors will continue to 
observe Madonna, the rep 
added. 

In 2005, Madonna 
broke several 
bones in a horse- 
riding accident 
— cracking 
three ribs and 
breaking her 
collarbone 
and her hand. 
The following 
year, she suf¬ 
fered a hernia, but 
quickly recovered. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 




PEOPLE Tom Cruise isn’t 
one to let an 5 d:hing ruin 
his daughter’s special day. 

While celebrating Suri 
Cruise’s third birthday Sat¬ 
urday, guests were report¬ 
edly disturbed by a 
paparazzi helicopter 
swooping overhead, 
according to TMZ, so Tom 
called the cops. 

The LAPD airship report¬ 
edly did a flyby, but the of¬ 
fending 
aircraft 
was gone 
by the time 
they 
arrived. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Wife prefers a 
fat, flabby Hugh 

PEOPLE Hugh Jackman’s 
wife finds his muscular 
body “annoying,” female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The actor, who 
embarked on a gruelling 
exercise regime for his 
new movie X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine, infuriated his 
spouse Deborra-Lee 
Furness by getting into 
better shape than her. 

He joked: “She gets veiy 
annoyed. She says, A hus¬ 
band’s job is to be fat and 
flabby and make me look 
fabulous.’ She said I wasn’t 
living up to my end of the 
bargain.” 

Hugh undertook a “full- 
on” fitness and diet 
program to reprise his role 
as the mutant superhero 
and says he achieved his 
chiselled physique 
through two full workouts 
daily, and meals of 

steamed chick¬ 
en and veg¬ 
etables 
l eveiy three 
hours. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Kevin's new fiancee? 


New judge for Mel 



PEOPLE Britney Spears feels 
“betrayed” by Kevin Feder- 
line, femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The singer is reportedly 
furious with her ex-hus¬ 
band — with whom she 
has two children, Sean Pre¬ 
ston, three, and Jayden 
James, two — after he pro¬ 
posed to girlfriend Victoria 
Prince, because Spears still 
has feelings for him. 

A source close to Spears 
— who is rumoured to be 
dating her backing 
dancer Chase Benz — 
said: “Britney’s face fell 
when Kevin told her he 
had proposed. She’s been 
flirting with her dancers 
and has a thing going on 
with Chase but she 
still loves Kevii 
and always hoped 
they’d get back 
together. 

“It wouldn’t 
surprise me if 
her flirting with 


other guys was purely to 
make him jealous.” 

Spears — who divorced 
Federline in 2007 — is said 
to be particularly con¬ 
cerned with the amount of 
time Prince will be spend¬ 
ing with her sons. 

The source added: “I 
don’t think Britney saw 
her as a 
threat 


til Kevin proposed but now 
she will be stepmother to 
Britney’s kids and that 
doesn’t make her happy.” 

As well, Spears’ security 
team earned their pay re¬ 
cently when a stalker 
showed up on the singer’s 
property in Calabasas, 
Calif Spears was in L.A. to 
perform when Miranda 
Tozier-Robbins, a former 
American Idol contestant 
and a student at the New 
England Institute of Art, 
was caught peeping 
through Spears’ windows 
while dressed in camou¬ 
flage fatigues and carrjdng 
a backpack full of video 
equipment, according to 
Hollyscoop. 

According to the police 
report, Tozier-Robbins, 
who was later arrested 
for trespassing, 
balked at requests” 
from security to get 
her off the proper¬ 
ty. METRO WORLD NEWS 


LEGAL Mel Cibson received 
a new judge after his 
lawyer requested to re¬ 
move Judge Rafael 
Ongkeko from presiding 
over his divorce case 
against his wife, Rob 5 m, us- 
magazine.com reports. 

The case was reassigned 
to Judge Frederick Shaller 
“for all future court pro¬ 
ceedings,” 

usmagazine.com con¬ 
firmed on Friday. 

The star’s attorney, 
Robert Kaufman, filed 
legal papers on 
Thursday with the 
Superior Court of 
the State of Cali¬ 
fornia to boot 
Ongkeko from the 
case. Us confirms. 

According to the 


documents, 
man said 
Ongkeko 


prej- 


Kauf- 



udiced against respondent 
and/or the respondent’s at¬ 
torney or the interest of re¬ 
spondent so that affiant 
against cannot or believes 
that he and/or respondent 
cannot have a fair and im¬ 
partial trial or hearing be¬ 
fore Judge Ongkeko.” 

Each side in the case is 
allowed to veto a judge 
once, within the first 10 
days. Rob 5 m’s lawyer, Laura 
Wasser, has yet to respond. 

However, according to 
TMZ.com, it is more 
likely that the cou¬ 
ple will not ap¬ 
pear in an L.A. 
county courthouse 
and will instead get 
a private judge to 
hear them out 
away from all the 
publicity and atten- 


Farrah’s son pleads for rehab 



LEGAL The troubled son of 
Farrah Fawcett and Ryan 
O’Neal went before L.A. 
judge Scott T. Millington 
on Friday after violating 
his probation and having 
traces of heroin in his re¬ 
hab treatment room on 
April 5, intouch 
weekly.com reports. 

Redmond O’Nea^ 
told the judge he 
was concerned 
about his moth¬ 
er, Fawcett, 
who has been 
battling can¬ 
cer for three 
years and was 
just released 
from the 
hospital. 

“I want 
to be 
there 


for my mom, who is really 
sick. She is laying in bed 
and weighs 86 pounds and 
I am really upset with my¬ 
self,” O’Neal told the judge. 

After the judge told 
O’Neal, 24, he did not want 
to see him back in court 
again, he asked O’Neal if 
he was serious about com- 
’^leting a drug treat¬ 
ment program. 
O’Neal replied, 
‘Yes, I want 
treatment. I 
really want to 
do it.” 

O’Neal will 
remain in 
custody until 
his next court 
date on 
April 30. 

METRO 
NEWSSERVICES 




Spencer's Twit-challenge 


RIVALRY The same day that 
Ashton Kutcher beat CNN 
in their much-h 5 q)ed Twit¬ 
ter race to reach one mil¬ 
lion followers, a new chal¬ 
lenger has come to the sur¬ 
face — The Hills’ 
Spencer Pratt. 

“Ashton had a huge 
head start, but I be¬ 
lieve in my Twitter 
family,” Pratt, who 
currently has less 
than 200,000 followers 
on the social network 
ing site, tells us 
magazine.com. 

“From the 
moment 
Ashton ac¬ 
cepts my 
chal¬ 
lenge, as¬ 
suming 
he’s 


man enough to do so, who¬ 
ever adds the most new 
followers in 30 days wins.” 

What are the stakes for 
their May 17 deadline? “ft I 
win, Ashton and De¬ 
mi (Moore, his 
wife) have to 
wash my car,” 
he says, ft he 
loses, Pratt adds 
that “Heidi 
(Montag) and I 
will clean their 
house.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Brooke comes to 
dad’s defence 


FAMILY Brooke Hogan is 
coming to the defence of 
her dad. Hulk Hogan, after 
comments he made to 
Rolling Stone about being 
able to sympathize with 
O.J. Simpson caused a 
dust-up with his ex-wife, 
Linda Hogan. 

“He has been through so 
much and has taken the 
high road 
through it all,” 
Brooke tells En¬ 
tertainment 
Tonight, 
calling the 
comments 
blown out of 
proportion.” 
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Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 “By all means” 

33 — de deux 

4 Picture puzzle 

35 Rational 

9 Bat wood 

36 Churlish t 5 ^es 

12 Beer cousin 

38 Pit of your stomach 

13 Representative 

40 “CSI” find 

14 Falsehood 

41 “Peter Pan” pooch 

15 Willa Gather work 

43 Grace, for one 

17 Tribute in verse 

45 Cyndi Lauper hit 

18 Mel of Cooperstown 

47 Glutton 

19 Christmas tree 

48 Ball prop 

shimmer 

49 Willa Gather work 

21 Rose or carnation 

54 Listening device 

24 Fit of peevishness 

55 Oyster prize 

25 Mouth part 

56 Seek damages 

26 Groove on 

57 “— Doubtfire” 

28 Spread outward 

58 Fiy lightly 

31 Surrounded by 

59 Grow old 

Crossword down 

1 Sweet potato 

27Joke 

2 TV Tarzan Ron 

29 Hathaway or Heche 

3 Mariner’s place 

30 Calendar quota 

4 Snitched (on) 

32 Hardly fascinating 

5 Self-indulgence of a sort 

34 Boost 

6 Franklin or Stein 

37 Gets nosy 

7 Monads 

39 Tiny amount 

8 Diy cleaner’s targets 

42 Breathlessness? 

9 Willa Gather work 

44 Past 

10 Faction 

45 Goblet feature 

11 Back of the foot 

46 Listen to 

16 Promptly 

50 Water (Fr.) 

20 Pinches 

51 Mex. neighbour 

21 “Spare tire” 

52 Carpet 

22 Car to a prom 

53 Witness 

23 Willa Gather work 
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SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Basil-Stuffed 
Chicken Breasts 

INGREDIENTS: 

4 skinless boneless chick¬ 
en breast halves 

3 oz (90 g) mozzarella 
cheese, thinly sliced 

1 tomato, thinly sliced 
1 garlic clove, crushed 
1 bunch fresh basil, about 
3/4 oz (20 g) 

4 slices prosciutto, about 2 
oz (60 g) in total 

1 tbsp (15 ml) extra-virgin 
olive oil 

Salt and fresh-ground 
black pepper 

GREEN SALAD: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) extra-virgin 
olive oil 

Fresh juice of 1/2 lemon 
4 oz (125 g) mixed salad 
leaves 

1 bunch fresh watercress, 
large stems discarded 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat the oven to 425 
F (220 C). Slit each chicken 
breast half and enlarge to 
form pocket. 

2. Divide mozzarella 
between chicken breast 
halves, sliding slices into 
pockets. Top cheese with 
tomato slices and crushed 
garlic. Roughly chop some 
basil and sprinkle in pock¬ 
ets. 

3. Season chicken breasts. 
Place large sprig of basil 


on each, then wrap in a 
slice of prosciutto, making 
sure that ham covers slit 
in chicken. Tie securely 
with kitchen string. 

4. Heat oil in large hying 
pan over medium heat. 
Add chicken breasts and 
saute over high heat until 
brown on both sides, 3 
minutes. Transfer chicken 
to baking dish. Bake until 
chicken is cooked through 
and juices run clear when 
breast is pierced, 10 to 12 
minutes. 

5. For salad, put oil and 
lemon juice in bowl, sea¬ 
son with salt and pepper 
to taste, and whisk. Add 
lettuce and watercress, 
then toss. Divide between 
4 serving plates. 

6. Remove string from 
chicken breasts. Cut each 
piece crosswise into slices, 
holding together to keep 
shape. Arrange on salad 
and garnish with remain¬ 
ing basil. 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month’s 
Reader’s Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES ^ 

MARCH 21 -APRIL 20 Vly 

A happy friend speaks out of 
turn. A crook complains about 
your advice. Someone jumps 
out from a hidden alcove. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 Vjf/ 

A control freak makes a savage 
point. Disguise your response 
to a lovelorn person. Perform¬ 
ing a random act of kindness 
does you good. 


TAURUS ^ 

APRIL 21 -MAY 21 V2/ 

Somebody knows that you 
won’t say the wrong thing. 
Have fun with a group of 
friends. An arrogant person 
needs a lesson in hospitabty. 

SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Give a troubled person some 
special help. You can help to 
stabibze a volatile situation. 
Someone you dream about will 
escape from danger. 


GEMINI ^ 

MAY22-JUNE21 

Even a miracle can’t bring 
something back to you. Some¬ 
one you know will explode 
with laughter. Wait patiently 
for a floundering fool. 

SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Use your seh-discipbne to play 
by the rules. An elder wants 
you to lose a game. Don’t trivi¬ 
alize a wild and crazy fantasy. 


CANCER ^ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

An insulting person will cause 
miseiy. Single out a much¬ 
loved guy for special attention. 
Tiy new approach in search of 
satisfaction. 

CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A true friend has gone astray. A 
promise interferes with your 
love bfe. When an opening 
comes up you should grab it. 


JULY23-AUG23 

Enjoy foolish rules if you’re not 
forced to obey them. A crazy 
scheme is challenged by a skep¬ 
tic. A private place is helpful to 
soothe a wounded ego. 

AQUARIUS ^ 

JAN 21-FEB 18 V^/ 

A stranger won’t take your sta¬ 
tus for granted. A shredded 
heart will be mended. Being sil¬ 
ly is more fim than it used to be. 


VIRGO ^ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 

A woman will go out for treats. 
A reabty check resolves noth¬ 
ing. A moment of fame leads to 
hours of flatteiy. 

PISCES ^ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

An elated person is a conversa¬ 
tional topic. An indirect assess¬ 
ment takes place at a meeting. 
Romantic risks are discussed. 




FLIGHT CENTRE 


HAWAII OAHU 

...S936 

+ taxes & fees $145 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 7 nights 3-star accom in famous 
Waikiki. ADD Polynesian sunset dinner and show cruise from $75. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


, , , -e dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, 

rs and omissions excepted, but are subject to change.Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, HST and 
fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. 




















































































































































































































<S) HYunonr SMART] advantage 


meniBMMRi 


VU [MM® 




2009 ELANTRAL 

NEW SALE PRICE 

$11,995 

n n/ PURCHASE 

%forS« 


0 . .. 

OliA, T^a ^ . 


uMwm 




www.oreganshyundaidartmouth.com 




BEST 


MANAGED 


COMPANIES 


DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


DARTMOUTH 

HYUNDAI 


5 YEAR 


100,000 KM 


WARRANTY 


60 Baker Dr, Unit D * Dartmouth, NS, B2W 6L4 » Phone: (902) 465-7500 * Fax: (902) 464-0485 


2009 SANTA FE 2.7LGL 

STARTING PRICE^ 

0 % 

^21,995“"" 


PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

FOR48MOS.0 


2oog'njscoNL 

STARTING PRICE^ 


NEW SALE PRICE 

«17,995 


^ WITH 


PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

FOR48MOS.0 


OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GREAT LEASE OFFERS. SMART IS 


2009 ACCENT L3DR 

STARTING PRICE^^ 


NEW SALE PRICE 

$9,995 


WITH 


0 % 

PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

FOR36MOS.* 


2009 SONATA GL 

STARTING PRICE^^ 


NEW SALE PRICE 

$17,995 


WITH 


PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

FOR48MOS.® 





















































